
www.oxford.anglican.org thedoorOctober 2015  no 271
Around the Deaneries:
Wendover

The Milk Bucket Chal-
lenge  - see The Doorway

Win a book on cathedrals 
- page five

All about Harvest - pages  
8 and 9

How can churches help refugees?
by Jo Duckles

CHURCHES are being urged to work 
together with other agencies to help the 
millions of refugees fleeing from war-torn 
countries.

The Acting Bishop of Oxford, the Rt 
Revd Colin Fletcher, pledged September’s 
Bishop’s Outreach Fund to the crisis while 
urging church goers to pray and consider 
how they can respond. So far this has 
involved a donation of £5,000. He said: 
“I have been greatly encouraged by the 
response of so many individuals, churches 
and charities to the tragedy currently 
unfolding before our eyes in the Middle 
East.

“Churches have provided sanctuary 
for many thousands of people down the 
centuries and this country too has had a 
proud record of responding positively to 
those in greatest need. Each of us may not 
be able to do that much by ourselves but, 
as we are seeing increasingly, by working 
together we can make a real difference.”

The Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin 
Welby, said in a statement: “As Christians 
we believe we are called to break down 
barriers, to welcome the stranger and love 
them as ourselves (Leviticus 19:34), and 
to seek the peace and justice of our God, in 
our world, today.”

 He added: “I am encouraged by the 
positive role that churches, charities 
and international agencies are already 
playing, across Europe and in Syria and 
the surrounding areas, to meet basic 
humanitarian needs. These efforts may 
feel trivial in the face of the challenge, but 
if we all play our part this is a crisis that 
we can resolve.” To read his statement in 
full go to http://tinyurl.com/nweu4bv   
The Revd Bob Wilkes, Oxford City Centre 
Rector and Chair of Asylum Welcome, gave 

practical advice to Christians across the 
diocese who want to help the refugees.

He said: “There are a lot of Christian 
people involved in Asylum Welcome 
although it’s not a church-run charity. 
There is no quick fix to this situation. The 
great thing about the Church of England 

parish system means that our vision has 
always been for the long term and sticking 
in there.

“Our appeal to church goers is to get 
behind organisations that are delivering 
support services in your area. Find 
out where the local charities are and 

what your local authority is doing 
and get behind them. I know what is 
happening in Oxfordshire but there 
will be similar projects in Berkshire and 
Buckinghamshire. 
Continued on page two

A Syrian refugee  waits behind border fences to cross into Turkey at Akcakale border gate.  Photo: Reuters/Umit Bektas
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Welcome to ODST

The two latest additions to the Oxford Diocesan Schools Trust 
(ODST) are North Leigh CE Primary School  (top) and Bampton 
CE Primary School, both in Oxfordshire.  Photos: David Cousins.

THE Berkshire Archdeaconry 
is taking part in a three-year 
national initiative to help 
transform the way churches think 
about mission. 

The Partnership for Missional 
Church (PMC) began as the 
Door was going to press with a 
gathering at St Laurence’s Church 
in Reading. It is a three-year 
process of spiritual reflection, 
transformation and engagement. 
It began in America and has also 
been used in South Africa. It is 
being launched in partnership 
with the Oxford based Church 
Mission Society, and the dioceses 

of Southwell and Nottingham 
and Leicester, who have been 
working with it for the past three 
years.  

The PMC process refreshes the 
relationship between laity and 
clergy through meeting together 
three times a year in local clusters 
of 10 to 15 congregations for 
intensive consultation and 
training. Father Richard Lamey, 
Rector of St Paul’s Wokingham, 
one of the churches involved, 
said: “Most input on church 
growth and development starts 
with action but the glory of 
PMC is that it is rooted in prayer 

and spirituality and the specific 
talents and values of each church. 
It does not lead to a single model 
of a ‘good church’ but allows each 
church to build on what it already 
does well and become a better 
and more active and prayerful 
version of itself.”

Around 20 churches from 
nine benefices across the 
Archdeaconry will take part, 
as well as two Methodist 
congregations from Reading.
For more information see 
http://tinyurl.com/pq2pvzz

Transforming mission in Berkshire

Continued from page one...
“When church people ask 

me if they should start their 
own project I say “no” they 
should look to work with local 
authorities and organisations 
that already have expertise in this 
area.”

Bob said that Oxford is a 
particular centre of concern 
for refugees because of the 
Campsfield House Immigration 
Removal Centre, where he has 
been asked to be one of a team of 

chaplains. He spoke to the Door 
a week after a demonstration 
that saw 1,000 people marching 
through Oxford in solidarity with 
the refugees. 

Church involvement with 
local organisations is already 
happening in West Berkshire, 
where Christians Together in 
the Newbury Area is working 
with West Berkshire Action for 
Refugees to collect clothing and 
toiletries for migrants. https://
ctnablog.wordpress.com/ 

Meanwhile in Oxford a similar 
project has been launched by 
Emmaus www.emmaus.org.uk/
oxford

Citizens UK, which has 
a branch in Milton Keynes 
is campaigning to get local 
authorities to pledge to settle 
just 50 refugees each for the 
next two years – meaning 5,000 
families over the next two years. 
They want landlords to join their 
Homes for Resettled Refugees 
Register. www.citizensuk.org/

Meanwhile, Ruth Harley, the  
Children’s and Families Minister 
at All Saints, High Wycombe, is 
involved in Project Paddington, 
which involves children donating 
a teddy bear to a refugee child. 

Ruth said: “The refugee crisis 
can seem big and abstract to all 
of us, especially children, but 
imagining what it must be like 
to  leave your home and not take 
anything with you, not even your 
teddy bear, is something more 
immediate that they can relate 

to. It also gives children the 
chance to learn about sacrificial 
giving. Their parents don’t have 
to buy anything, the children 
simply go to their bedroom and 
pick a bear they already have.”  
Projectpaddington.com.
For a complete list of 
organisations working to 
help the refugees go to 
www.oxford.anglican.org/
refugeecrisis

How can churches help refugees?

by Maranda St John Nicolle

AS the important Paris climate 
talks approach, churches are 
being invited to show their 
concern for creation in practical 
action, prayer, and pilgrimage.  
   On the 10 October, the Diocese 
of Oxford is hosting a half 
day event in Abingdon called 
“How can I make a difference? 
Christians acting on climate 
change.” All interested church 
members are welcome. Local 
organisations will present 
opportunities to link up with 
projects that can help us live 
more sustainably; Hope for the 
Future, a national campaign 
started by members of the 
Church of England, will talk 
about opportunities to work with 

MPs and local councillors; there 
will be times of prayer and much 
sharing of ideas and experiences 
over coffee and a bring-and-share 
lunch. Visit www.earthingfaith.
org.uk or ring 01235 851763 for 
more information or to book.

Many churches in our diocese 
will be praying for the climate 
talks, with a major climate 
service planned at Reading 
Minster for the evening of the 
5 December. The Bishop of 
Reading, who is leading the 
planning for the service, has 
noted the importance of prayer 
for the climate and of our adding 
our voices to those around the 
world who are praying. The 
Christian prayer initiative Pray 
and Fast for the Climate has 

produced resources, available at 
www.prayandfastfortheclimate.
org.uk, for prayer vigils at any 
time, as well as All Saints-
themed materials for Sunday 
1  November. During the 
period from 29 November to 
12 December, they’ll be asking 
people to hold services, send 
prayers via social media, and 
sign up to cover the period in 
continuous prayer. 

People from our area are also 
planning to join the Pilgrimage to 
Paris, sponsored by the Church 
of England, CAFOD, Christian 
Aid and Tearfund. Participants 
will walk or cycle from London 
to Paris, arriving in time to offer 
their prayers and witness of 
Christian concern at the services 

and rallies just prior to the talks. 
Christians will also be able to 
be ‘virtual pilgrims’ following 
the walkers online at www.

pilgrimage2paris.org.uk and 
using the daily reflections and 
prayers prepared for the journey. 

Messy confirmations
FIVE mums from the People, Prayers 
and Potatoes Messy Church were the 
candidates at the first ever Messy 
Confirmation in the Oxford Diocese. 
   Bishop Andrew carried out the 
confirmations using a special Messy 
Liturgy. The event included the story 
of Jesus’s baptism and various crafts, 
at St Nicolas, Earley in Reading. 
This is only the second Messy Church 
confirmation ever to take place in the 
country. 
   For the full story of People, 
Prayers and Potatoes see www.
freshexpressions.org.uk/stories/
pppmessychurch.
Photo: Emma Major

Action, prayer and pilgrimage for climate change
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Turn to page 11 for more photographs of the celebrations as Her Majesty the 
Queen became our longest serving monarch after 63 years and seven months on 
the throne. 

Triple generational bell ringing for the Queen 

£40k upgrade at Weston Turville

ST Mary the Virgin Parish 
Church in Weston Turville, near 
Aylesbury, has plans to build an 
extension creating opportunities 
for closer community ties as well 
as better facilities for the church.
   The extension will comprise 
a meeting room for small 
groups (up to about 30) from 
the community, with accessible 
toilets, baby-changing facilities 
and a servery. This will enable 
the church to welcome groups 
including the elderly, disabled, or 
mothers with babies or toddlers. 
The church will also benefit by 
having the facility for a young 
children’s group to meet while the 
main service is in progress within 
the church. The project is being 
managed by a PCC committee 
- SWIFT, i.e. St Mary’s Weston 
Turville Improving Facilities 
Team. 

We are about to apply for 
permission, enabling us to seek 
grants towards our target of 
£400,000. Almost £40,000 has 
so far been raised in-house. The 
Rector, the Revd David Wales, 
says: “We have needed a meeting 
room for a long time and I think 
we have the right design in the 
right place. I am looking forward 
to the time when we as a church 
may use this facility and offer our 
hospitality to the whole parish.” 
   For further details and any 
offers of donations or other help 
please contact Roger Fellows 
(Churchwarden) on 01296 
424982 or roger@rwfellows.co.uk
St Mary’s is in the Wendover 
Deanery. For more stories 
from Wendover turn to page 
seven. 

Three generations ring bells: Chris, Gale & Bruce Burnell at St Mary’s Church Greenham Celebrating the 
Queen as the  longest reigning monarch.  Photo: Geoff Fletcher/Newbury Weekly News. 

Rector, the Revd David Wales, being shaved of his beard by a local 
hairdresser following a beard growing fundraiser that culminated in a 
SWIFT fun day. The contest raised £4,000 for the campaign.

The first pilgrim walk in the Ridgeway benefice 

PILGRIMS got together for the 
first time for a walk along the 
Ridgeway in the inaugral event 
organised by the Revd Leonora 
Hill. 

   Leonora said 20 people took 
part in the walk, and that teas 
were served in Letcombe Bassett 
Village Hall from 4pm. 
   The event ended with Evening 

Prayer in the church, with a 
Celtic liturgy and prayers from 
the Living Faith booklet on 
pilgrimage and the Thames 
Pilgrim Way material. 

ST MARY’S, Ewelme is proud to be lending two 
carved oak angels from the tomb of Alice de la Pole, 
Duchess of Suffolk to an exhibition marking the 
600th anniversary of the Battle of Agincourt to 
take place at the Royal Armories in the Tower of 
London from 23 October 2015 – 31 January 2016. 
   Alice, who was the grand-daughter of Geoffrey 
Chaucer, is preserved in Ewelme Church. Her 
first husband, Sir John Phelip, a close companion 
of Henry V,  lost his life on 2 October 1415, after 
contracting dysentery at the siege of Harfleur during 
the Agincourt campaign. 
   The Angels will be part of the section on 
Agincourt War Widows, which traces the hardship 
of women who lost husbands during the battle and 
the campaign which began when Henry set sail from 
Southampton in August 1415.

   To mark the event here the church is holding 
two events on Saturday 24 October, the Eve of St. 
Crispin, exactly 600 years before the battle began. 
Dr Rowena Archer, Lecturer in Medieval History 
at Christ Church (since 2004) and Fellow of 
Brasenose College, Oxford (since 2010) will give a 
Lecture - Widows of the Battle of Agincourt Followed 
by a tour of the church, chapel and cloisters 
founded by Alice de la Pole. This will take place at 
3pm and will include afternoon tea. 
At 6pm the Amici Voices will perform music from 
the time of Agincourt. For more details contact 
the Revd Jonathan Meyer on Revdjonathan@
btinternet.com or 01491 837823.

Ewelme’s Angels are going to  the armories

Photo: Eleanor Cornforth. 

Forest Church update
by Tim Stead

TWO years ago the Forest Church pioneer, Bruce Stanley, came to 
visit the diocese and a small group followed him around Wytham 
Woods foraging for unlikely food and exploring ways of being 
prayerful in nature.  There are now Forest Church groups in Oxford, 
Reading and Wychwood, near Witney, and there may be more.
   The groups vary enormously but all are seeking to help us to explore 
how our Christian spirituality might relate to the wonder and beauty 
we often experience when we are in the midst of nature. If God made 
it all, then perhaps this is also a place where we might encounter 
God, just as Moses did when he encountered the Burning Bush or the 
writer of Psalm 104 or the Benedicite. 
   Some are larger groups and are full of activity, meeting monthly like 
the Reading group and some are smaller with a much simpler format 
including simply walking in silence through a chosen landscape, 
spending time alone and then sharing experiences. This is how the 
Oxford group has evolved and the members of this group are now 
seeking to share their experiences and to encourage other small 
groups to form. 
   I am the Vicar of Holy Trinity Headington Quarry and a a member 
of the Oxford group and have arranged a meeting for anyone who is 
involved in Forest Church and anyone who is interested in finding out 
more to share their experiences and possibly set up more groups. 
The meeting will be on Wednesday 11 November at 7.30pm in The 
Coach House, Quarry Road, Headington Quarry, Oxford OX3 (look 
out for the red notice board). All are welcome.  E-mail Tim at:  
tim_stead@btinternet.com for more details.      
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enhancing church interiors across the country

Ronald Emett  fi ne furniture
01308 868025    ronald@emett.co.uk

www.ronaldemettfurniture.com

UPALONG • HURSEY • BROADWINDSOR • DORSET • DT8 3LN
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ST. MARY’S CONVENT
WANTAGE

St Mary’s Convent offers a 
variety of facilities and fl exible 
accommodation for Group Quiet 
Days and Group Retreats.  Also, 
Conference facilities and private 
stays.
Theological Library may be 
available on request.

For further details please contact:
St Mary’s Convent, Wantage, 
Oxfordshire, OX12 9DJ
Tel: 01235 763141
Email: guestwing@csmv.co.uk
www.csmv.co.uk

CharlburyOxford

Pet friendly apartments 
in attractive locations across 
Oxfordshire and Berkshire
Hanover Close, Charlbury and Wyndham House, Oxford off er a range 
of properties designed to make your life easier. You’ll have an estate 
manager to take care of garden maintenance. There’s also useful on-site 
facilities, plus optional social activities too.

With other estates available in Oxfordshire and Berkshire, Hanover off er 
properties for rent and sale across England. Why not fi nd out more?

Call   01608 810661  (Hanover Close)
Or     01865 511239  (Wyndham House)
Visit hanover.org.uk

*55-59 year olds may also be considered for certain properties. You may be eligible for housing 
benefi t – please ask for details. Subject to status, terms and conditions.

Over 60*?
Looking to 

rent locally? 

Cherry Tree House 
is a unique 20 bedded 

residential home off ering 
a high standard of care with an 

holistic approach to each individual 
resident by an experienced care team.   

Established for nearly 30 years providing craft ed 
packages for individuals requiring permanent, holiday 

breaks, respite, convalescent care or day care.

The home off ers a warm welcome and is situated in the 
market town of Wendover at the foot of the Chilterns.

www.cherrytreehouseresidentialhome.co.uk
enquiries@cherrytreehome.co.uk

Cherry Tree House,
49 Dobbins Lane,

Wendover,
Bucks,

HP22 6DH

01296 623350
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Competition winners
The winners of last month’s competition 
are Charles Graham of Oxford, Mrs 
A Pennock, of Maidenhead and Tom 
Bartlett of Newton Longville. They will 
each receive a copy of A Christian Guide to 
Environmental Issues by Martin J Hodson 
and Margot R Hodson. 

Resources

by Sarah Meyrick

If you are someone who enjoys church 
architecture, but wouldn’t claim 
to be an expert, Cathedrals of the 
Church of England by Janet Gough is 

likely to be right up your street. This is a 
small but beautifully produced full-colour 
introduction to the Church of England’s 
42 cathedrals, the great mother churches 
of our dioceses. It would serve as the ideal 
handbook for a cathedral crawl.
    It’s a short book, less than 100 pages 
long, with a double page spread on 
every cathedral, illustrated in each case 
with beautiful photographs. As a result 
the reader is given little more than 
an overview: three or four bite-sized 

paragraphs detailing a few key features 
and providing the architectural and 
historical context.  The unique flavour of 
each building is summarised in a single 
sentence: “A baroque jewel in the heart of 
the Midlands” (Birmingham); “the oldest 
site of continuous Christian worship in 
Britain” (St Alban’s Abbey); “a textbook 
in medieval architecture, with the earliest 
stirrings of the Perpendicular style” 
(Gloucester). At the back of the book there 
is a handy list of architectural styles and 
a glossary of terms. A map of the country 
locates the cathedrals and the period in 
which the diocese was created.

“It would serve as the 
ideal handbook for a 
cathedral crawl.”

    I was immediately struck by the huge 
variety, from the ancient splendour of 

Canterbury or Winchester, for example, 
right up to the 20th century modern 
cathedral of Guildford. In between them 
lie a number of historic parish churches 
that were only designated cathedrals 
in the last century when diocesan 
boundaries were redrawn. Birmingham 
and Southwark, for example, became 
cathedrals as recently as 1905, St 
Edmundsbury, Sheffield and Chelmsford 
in 1914, followed by Derby, Leicester and 
Portsmouth in 1927.
    Oxford’s cathedral, as readers of the 
Door will know, is unique in its dual status 
as Cathedral and College Chapel. The 
author neatly sets out its unusual story, 
from St Frideswide’s convent to Cardinal 
Wolsey’s dreams of grandeur, and brings 
the story to life with an attractive picture 
from Christ Church Meadow and an inset 
of the Lierne vaulting with its “gravity-
defying” stone pendants.
    The book was researched and put 
together by Janet Gough, the Church 
of England’s Director of Cathedrals and 
Church Buildings, who is an expert in her 
field. She spent a year criss-crossing the 
country by train, sometimes accompanied 
by her dog and family, and pays tribute 
to the life and energy of our cathedrals 
and all who worship and work there.  Her 
enthusiasm for her subject is infectious. 
The quality of the end product is top 
notch, and would make a welcome gift. 
Sarah Meyrick is the Director of 
Communications for the Diocese of 
Oxford. 

Cathedrals of the Church of 
England
Janet Gough
Director’s Choice £12.95

Win a book to guide your next tour 
of cathedrals
THE Door has three copies of Cathedrals of the Church of 
England to give away in this month’s prize draw. For the 
chance to win simply answer the following question: 

 Which Saint founded the convent that would eventually 
become Oxford’s Christ Church Cathedral? 

Send your answers to Cathedrals Competition, the Door, 
Diocesan Church House, Oxford, OX2 0NB. The closing date 
for entries is Friday 9 October. 

Special screening of Wrong 
Number
WHEN his wife and daughter go to visit 
the grandparents, Jack can’t wait to 
slob out with beer and crisps in front of 
the television. But when he rings for a 
takeaway he finds himself talking to a 
woman claiming to be God’s PA  (Jane 
Wymark from Midsomer Murders).  He 
soon finds himself faced with some 
uncomfortable truths and a surprising 
opportunity. 
   That’s the plot of Wrong Number, which 
was written and directed by Abingdon 
based script writer Peter Tickler.  A 
special screening of the short film takes 
place on Saturday 17 October at St 
Matthew’s Church, Marlborough Road, 
Oxford. It will be followed by 2013’s 
Philomena,  starring Dame Judi Dench 
and Steve Coogan. 
   Doors open at 7pm and tickets are 
£5 on the door. For more contact St 
Matthew’s on 01865 798587. 

by Ian Macdonald

Bradbury sees that in Western 
Christianity it is easy for 
Christians to be ‘imprisoned 
in theological rationality.’ He 

presents an alternative approach from 
the life and work of French theologian, 
Pierre-André Liégé, a practical theology 
of lifelong Christian formation; a growing 
conformity to the gospel. 
   Liégé is relatively unknown to an English 
audience but is one of the foremost 
French theologians, making a significant 
contribution to Vatican ll, as well as 
reforming thinking and practice in the 
French church.  This book flows from 
Bradbury’s sense that Liégé’s work is a 
vital and practical contribution to re-
imaging and enabling the individual and 
corporate faith life of Christians, with 
particular emphasis on his exploration for 
the Anglican Church.

“...not an easy read, 
but a stimulating and 
challenging one.”

    Bradbury uses Liégé to argue that if 
the issue of ‘maturation and integration 
of praxis of faith’ is to be addressed then 
there has to be a focus on the creation of 
Christian disciples. Liégé saw the danger 
that religion can drown faith. In response 
he suggests steps of faith to be explored, 
these being:  conversion, justification, 
illumination, and penetration of the 
Christian Mystery.

   Bradbury 
explores 
Liégé’s 
catechetical 
approach to 
discipleship. 
This is a 
catechesis 
not of mere 
instruction, 
but of 
formation.  
The key 
words for 
Liégé in this 
approach are 
Kingdom, 
life, glory, grace, Parousia, witness, world, 
mission, mystery and, especially, ‘the word 
made flesh.’ 
   His work flowed from his critique that 
the catechesis had become like a highway 
code, a handbook of what in theory you 
needed to know.  For Liégé the catechesis 
explores the key questions:

• How do you express your life as a 
total commitment to Christ?

• How are you engaged in a lifelong 
process of conversion?

• Where are you a prophet to the 
Church and the world? 

   Bradbury’s conviction that there is much 
to be learnt and applied to us here and 
now is evident in his energy and writing. 
For anyone interested in the outworking 
of faith and the life of the Church this is 
not an easy read, but a stimulating and 
challenging one. There is much in here to 
be challenged by and to learn from. 
Ian Macdonald is the Youth Adviser 
for the Diocese of Oxford. The Revd  
Dr Nicholas Bradbury is an Associate 
Priest in Oxford and Head of systems 
leadership for the NHS Academy. 

Practical Theology and Pierre-André  
Liégé
Nicholas Bradbury
Ashgate £58.50

by Eleanor Course

“Beautiful, isn’t it?  
Beautiful!” Riding 
Lights Theatre 
Company is used to 

tackling big subjects, and there’s 
no bigger subject than the Earth 
itself.  Using the world as a set 
and the Milky Way as a backdrop, 
Baked Alaska is Paul Burbridge and 
Jonathan Bidgood’s examination of 
climate change, and a plea for us to 
change our ways while we still have 
time.  
   Performed by Jonathan Bidgood, 
Katie Brier, Edith Kirkwood and Ivan 
Scoble, Baked Alaska uses song, dance, 
puppets and dolls to tell the stories of 
people affected by climate change, from 
Mrs Average in Britain to Selina and 
Jahanara in Bangladesh.  Burbridge and 
Bidgood take the small scene and use it to 
illuminate the global issues: a neighbour 
throwing rubbish into Adam Average’s 
garden, Lilly telling her grandmother Eve 
about the futuristic pod she lives in.  
   This latter scene is especially poignant, 
with Brier and Kirkwood peering down 
at the audience from the top of the 
vertiginously raked stage. In the future, 
Lilly lives in a tiny pod, with all systems 
finely balanced in order to sustain her life.  
Eve wonders how Lilly can float through 
space like this, clinging precariously to her 
life support systemsy.  Lilly reminds us 
that we’re doing this on earth, right now.
   One of Baked Alaska’s real strengths 
are the stories of people directly affected 
by climate change in Bangladesh, the 
island of Nauru, and the Niger Delta.  
The story of Nigerian students executed 
for protesting against oil spillages in the 
Delta is heartrending, with the strong 

physical theatre in this scene perfectly 
demonstrating a violated landscape.  In 
the story of deforestation and mining 
in Nauru the actors tear apart their 
circular set, and set the very earth 
wobbling to show the results of flooding 
in Bangladesh.  It seems incongruous 
to call a show about climate change fun, 
but Baked Alaska is.  The songs are very 
strong, with Jonathan Bidgood’s folk 
roots coming through.  There’s also a 
sense of unease throughout the evening:  
not drummed up by any artifice, but 
from the realisation that all of us in the 
audience are affected by the topics we are 
watching on stage.  
   But the real power of this show is the 
way the audience are enabled to take 
action.  We’re not left feeling impotent 
by the issues raised: the show ends 
with a chance to write to the MP in 
the constituency where the show is 
performed.  We become part of the action, 
part of a better future. “Are you ready for 
radical change, Adam?”
   Eleanor Course, York Diocesan 
Communications Officer. Baked Alaska 
is showing in the Oxford Diocese 
this autumn. For details see www.
ridinglights.org/baked-alaska.

“Are you ready for radical change, Adam?”
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ConferenCes  retreats Holidays

Nourish your heart

15% off! an autumn wind down  
or winter warmer at Lee Abbey  
in beautiful North Devon! 

To see our full programme visit:  

www.leeabbey.org.uk/devon
A few places remaining – book online or  
Tel: 01598 752621 quoting code AN15.  
Discounts apply to conferences up until March 2016.
Subject to availability. 
Please note all conferences between 1 November 2015 and 29 February 2016 will take place in our 
Beacon Centre due to major renovation works in the main house. See website for further details.

Additional 5% discount  
for first time bookers!

Book Now!
15% off  

autumn & winter 

conferences

retreats@stcolumbashouse.org.uk
www.stcolumbashouse.org.uk

Registered Charity in England and Wales No.240675

Saint  Columba’s House 
Retreat and  

Conference Centre
01483 766498 

Maybury HIll, Woking   GU22 8AB 
retreats@stcolumbashouse.org.uk

www.stcolumbashouse.org.uk 
Registered charity in England and Wales No 240675

‘A haven of peace in the heart of Cornwall’
Epiphany house offers comfortable accommodation 

in tranquil surroundings in which to retreat. 
Organised and private retreats available throughout 

the year, please see our website 
www.epiphanyhouse.co.uk or contact us on 

01872 272249 or 
bookings.epiphanyhouse@keme.co.uk

Who is like you, O Lord, 
among the gods? Who 
is like you, majestic in 
holiness, awesome in 
glorious deeds, doing 
wonders?

Ex 15:11

Time away to 
think spiritually

Just a cursory 
glance on the World 
Wide Web will open 
up a whole world of 
ideas on the subject 
of retreats. You 
may be more than 
a little surprised to 
find you can have 
detox retreats; 
rural retreats, 
chic boutique 
hotel retreats and 
even surf goddess 
retreats.

As you can see, 
not all retreats are 
Christian let alone 
spiritual in the wider 
sense. It’s worth taking 
time, therefore, if you 
are looking for time 
out for a life affirming 
or life changing event 
that you check the 
provider before making 
a booking.

Retreats come many 
and varied from the 
simplest of silent 

retreats to those on a 
specific theme.

The Retreat 
Association office 
provides an 
information resource 
for individuals 
inquirers, parishes and 
other groups seeking 
something suitable 
and can be contacted 
on 0845 456 1429. 
Most Diocesan Offices 
will also have contact 
with a variety of 
retreat providers if you 
are thinking of getting 
a group together.

There is much to be 
gained spiritually as 
well as emotionally 
by taking time out to 
contemplate, returning 
home refreshed and 
renewed.

This small focus 
contains an example 
of some of the retreats 
and events lined up in 
the near future.

Blessed is the man who walks 
not in the counsel of the wicked, 
nor stands in the way of sinners, 
nor sits in the seat of scoffers; 
but his delight is in the law of the 
Lord, and on his law he meditates 
day and night. He is like a tree 
planted by streams of water that 
yields its fruit in its season, and 
its leaf does not wither. In all that 
he does, he prospers. The wicked 
are not so, but are like chaff that 
the wind drives away. Therefore 
the wicked will not stand in the 
judgment, nor sinners in the 
congregation of the righteous; 
for the Lord knows the way of 
the righteous, but the way of the 
wicked will perish.

Psalm 1 (ESV)

Photo: www.sxc.hu



7Feature
Around the Deaneries - Wendover

by Jo Duckles

I meet the Revd Mark Dearnley and 
the Revd Michael Hunt, the Curate 
at St Mary’s, Wendover, in the town 
where we talk about the deanery over 

a coffee. Mark became the Area Dean in 
2006 and nine years on he’s still overseeing 
the largely rural deanery that sits near 
to Aylesbury. The main urban areas are 
Wendover itself, Great Missenden, Stoke 
Mandeville and Prestwood. 
   “A lot of the outlying places are really 
quite small. Halton has a population of 
around 200 and Cholesbury is really small,” 
says Mark. “My role as Area Dean is about 
being as supportive and encouraging 
as I can. That means supporting people 
through Mission Action Plans.”
   “I think one of the advantages of the 
many churches around here is that because 
they are seen as important features of the 
local community they have an open door 
to community relations. They are not like 
churches in a big, urban context where 
you have to work quite hard working out 
what your role is. It’s about listening, and 

journeying through rites of passage. 
   “It’s usual for churches to improve 
their facilities to make themselves more 
useful as a resource,” says Mark, who has 
overseen a refurbishment at St Mary’s, 
which is now used as a concert venue, 
among other community events.
   When Mark first arrived in Wendover, 
St Mary’s Church was setting up a 
Fairtrade shop, which takes pride of place 
on the High Street.  It is nestled within 
the many charity shops and people 
mistakenly walk in regularly with black 
bags filled with unwanted possessions. 
With the church slightly removed from 
the town centre, the shop provides a 
central Christian presence and an office. 
    “We launched  the shop 10 years ago 
when Fairtrade was de rigueur. It’s main 
aim is outreach rather than financial 
success, but it did make a surplus of 
funds last year.” The shop window display 
is changed regularly to keep passers-by 
interested.  
   St Mary’s itself is used every day for 
an activity and has become a popular 
community venue. I met Mark and Michael 
in the town simply because a U3A meeting 
was taking place in the church. At the same 
time, a group of hard working volunteers 
were tidying up the churchyard. 
   “I think the church being open is very 
important. We had a deliberate policy, 
when we planned our refurbishment, to let 
the community know it is their God, faith 

and church,” says Mark. 
   So what are the challenges 
facing the Deanery?    
   “Attendance on Sunday 
mornings is hugely variable 
and we are just heading into 
the holiday season when it feels 
more unpredictable. We can’t 
compete with rugby, cricket 
and football really and we offer 
something different for those 
who aren’t sporty. It’s really difficult and 
I do sympathise with the many different 
activities people are pulled around by,” says 
Mark. 
   Another challenge is the planned HS2 
trainline as the route runs straight through 
the deanery. “So many churches are 
affected in one way or another,” says Mark. 

I ended my visit with a tour of the huge 
churchyard at St Mary’s, seeing the busy 
volunteers at work, and the U3A members 
about to leave after an interesting 
morning. 

Vital statistics:
Area Dean: Mark Dearnley 
Lay Chair: Gavin Oldham 
Clergy:  20 
Churches: 20 
Benefices:  9
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The £70,000 upgrade in Great Hampden
A GRADE One listed church that is a popular venue for weddings in rural 
Buckinghamshire has benefitted from a £70,000 upgrade.

St Mary Magdalene, Great Hampden, just celebrated its 795th anniversary with a new 
building which includes a toilet and a store room.  
“It’s a beautiful medieval church in a field two miles away from the village. It is as rural 
as you can get in Buckinghamshire. It had electricity, but no water before the work,” says 
Deiniol Heywood, the Rector. “It didn’t have a loo, we were totally reliant on Hampden 
House nearby.”

A  LIGHT, fresh church building is set to 
be the result of a half a million pound re-
ordering project at Holy Trinity Prestwood. 
   A legacy left to the church seven years ago, 
plus fundraising, has provided money for 
the project to put in under floor heating, 
replace the floor, paint and decorate the 
building, install a kitchen and loo, and buy a 
new audio visual system.
   Pews are being removed to make way for 
three seater benches and chairs, designed 
by a company that is also producing a new, 

moveable altar.    
   The Revd Deiniol Heywood, the Rector, 
says:  “We want to be able to do much more 
liturgically and have a nice flexible space 
that enables us to have all kinds of events. 
We are seriously thinking about starting a 
film club. We are having new lighting put in, 
which will change the feel of the church. Our 
1930s light fittings hang down and ruin the 
feel of the architecture. 
   “It has been quite a dark and gloomy space, 
but this will make it lighter and fresher.”

A more flexible worship space at Holy Trinity

It was both with excitement and 
trepidation that I embarked on my 
deacon’s role following my ordination 
on the 4 July this year.    When the 
enormity of that day had passed, I 
secretly wondered how juggling a part-
parish, part-prison curacy might work 
alongside normal family life.  I also 
wondered if my passion for prison work 
would be matched equally by a passion 
for the work of the parish.  
    It is early days of course but so far I 
can honestly say that my worries were 
unfounded.  It is the variety of work in 
this dual capacity that I am finding so 
thrilling.  My work may involve at any 
one time chatting to young offenders 
(HMYOI Aylesbury) about their 
struggles with prison life, and in another 
moment talking to those in a residential 
home for the elderly as they try to adjust 
to life in community.  
   Since becoming a deacon, my activities 
have included: engaging in multi-faith 
dialogue, attending a deanery event 
and a PCC day away, Morning Prayer, 
experiencing hospital visiting, arranging 
an informal healing service for a young 
man who is sick, and preached at both 
the prison (HMP Grendon) and in the 
parish (Weston Turville.)  All this takes 
a good deal of time and I hope I will be 
able to maintain a balance between these 
two roles, always bearing in mind the 
importance of my own family life and 
ensuring time off. Learning to say ‘no’ 

may be a discipline I will at some point 
need to adopt.
   One aspect I have so far found 
particularly rewarding and exciting has 
been my introduction to the deacon’s 
role in Eucharistic services.  Although 
I have been a member of a church for 
more years than I care to remember I 
have never experienced involvement in 
the administration of Communion in a 
higher tradition.  I am encountering and 
experiencing the diversity of worship of 
the Church of England. 
   Overall, to be able to journey with 
people through the ups and downs 
of life, be that in either the prison or 
parish setting, I consider an enormous 
privilege. Despite feeling constantly 
out of my comfort zone I thank God 
every day that he has called me, and, 
most importantly, that he equips me 
and enables me in all situations I face.  I 
am recognising that such a balance will 
only be maintained if I put prayer before 
all things.  That, I think, is the biggest 
challenge of all for me.  

Balancing prison and parish
The Revd Sue Smith on 
her work as a curate 
in both a parish and a 
prison. 
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8 Celebrating Harvest

The Revd John Townend knows 
that Harvest is an important time 
for rural England. With the six 
parishes in the West Downland 

Benefice, where he is the Rector, and 
the three schools in his area, he and his 
Associate Priest, the Revd Mary Harwood 
will be involved in 11 Harvest Festival 
services this autumn. 
     He is also one of the Diocese’s team 
of rural officers and has been Honorary 
Chaplain of the Newbury and District 
Agricultural Society since 2004. This sees 
him arranging a Rogation service every 
year, and continuing to be heavily involved 
in the Royal County of Berkshire Show 
including their Harvest Festival in the main 
arena at the showground. 
   Farmers are reliant on the weather if they 
are growing crops and John is aware that 
this has been up and down his year. “In the 
first nine days of August there was not a 
drop of rain and the rest of the month was 
variable. The farmers were getting fed up 
and during September they were making 
the most of the dry days for harvesting.”
   His diocesan role, working with our 
Diocesan Rural Officer, the Revd Canon 
Glyn Evans, sees him involved in Plough 
Wednesday every January. He remembers 
one of the years it was held in Berkshire. 
   “We were on the Lambourn Downs on a 
bitterly cold January morning with the race 
horse trainer Clive Cox.  There were about 
40 of us and it was minus five, watching 
the horses going for their  gallop. That was 
a fantastic day; it was wonderful to see 
an enormous racehorse nuzzling Bishop 
Stephen’s ear! Very few people get to see 
the work of racing stables, but it is such a 
vital part of rural life in West Berkshire and 
brings a huge amount of employment to 
our area. Clive is one of the better known 
trainers in the country and was keen that 

we should see how it works. A lot of people 
question whether the church should be 
involved in racing because it involves 
gambling but it’s a very important part of 
rural life.”
   From the horses the gathered people 
visited the Sheepdrove Organic Farm. “We 
had lunch there and we spent the afternoon 
warming up,” says John, who knows that 
there is a real difference between rural and 
urban ministry.

“I think it’s essential for 
the Church to be involved 
with agricultural life.”

   “A lot of people simply don’t think about 
where their food comes from or realise that 
farmers have a pretty rough time. I think it’s 
essential for the Church to be involved with 
agricultural life. Agriculture is a vital part 

of our lives and shapes the countryside we 
know and love. If it wasn’t for the farmers 
the countryside would be a very different 
place.”
   John has walked all 85 miles of the 
Ridgeway and is aware that in the past 
farming has led to deforestation and the 
loss of habitat. “But farmers are really 
conscious of that though, and doing what 
they can to preserve wildlife and restore 
much of what was lost,” he says. 
    Some resourceful farmers are diversifying 
into areas that can help save the planet. 
One farm in Berkshire visited on last year’s 
Plough Wednesday talks of its livestock in 
terms of billions rather than dozens. There 
they are developing friendly bacteria for, 
among other uses, waterless urinals, each 
one saving up to 100,000 litres of water per 
year. 
   That day began at another local enterprise, 
the Saddleback Farm Shop, which includes 
a café and a range of produce including 
local venison at the right time of year, 
and beef produced on the family farm in 
Brightwalton. 
   “I know the butcher who joined us on the 
day, he is a very funny man, but is also very 
serious about producing the best meat in 
Berkshire. People were fascinated to see 
how the beef is produced and his butchery 
demonstration showed how every part of 
the deer is used to provide venison. Very 
little is wasted.” 
   As well as the rural officer work John 
takes his work as Rector of the West 
Downland Benefice very seriously, and 
enjoys visiting the schools on his patch. 
“I am a Governor at two schools and our 
associate priest is the chair of Governors 
at the other which has two sites,” he says. 
“We have a relatively small population but 
we see about 300 children each week during 
term time.” John was speaking after doing 
an assembly at one school, explaining the 
importance of creation and care for the 
world that God has given us. 
   As this edition of the Door was being 
produced, Brightwalton was preparing for 
its own Autumn Festival with a Harvest 
celebration, and competitions including 
flower and vegetable shows. 

AS we approach the  Harvest 
season the Door explores 
the importance of food 
production and the rural 
church in the UK and beyond.

Above a combine harvester on land  Photo:  Sheepdrove Organic Farm, Lambourn, Berkshire. 

Photo: Bigstock. 

SEXEY’S HOSPITAL
1638

The High Street, Bruton, Somerset, BA10 0AS
The charity is a 17th century Grade One 

listed alms house providing single fl ats, for 
independent sheltered living, and overseen 

by the Master and Matron.

The monthly maintenance contribution 
towards the cost of each fl at is subsidised by 
the charity, and includes heating, lighting and 

council tax.

Applicants must be retired and over 60 years 
and in reasonable health since the alms 
house does not provide nursing care. 

For further information regarding qualifi cation 
for admission please contact The Master by 
letter, or by telephone: 01749 813 369 or by 

email: magisterbruton@aol.com

Charity Registration No: 1130351

Come to me, 
all you who 
are weary and 
burdened, and 
I will give you 
rest.

Matthew 11:28
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JUST one year ago the Lindengate site, 
next to the busy World’s End garden 
centre in Wendover, was an expanse of 
wasteland.Now it’s a thriving charity 
where people with mental health needs 
are learning horticultural skills to help 
them with recovery. The site boasts a 
vegetable patch, a craft centre, garden 
tables and a mixture of different types 
of flowers and vegetables are growing. 
The Bishop of Buckingham, the Rt Revd 
Alan Wilson,  held a charity fundraiser in 
2014 to help Lindengate’s founders, Sian 
Chattle and Charlie Powell, get the project 
off the ground in 2014. (For the full story 
see /www.oxford.anglican.org/sowing-
seeds-better-mental-health/) Sian and 
Charlie came up with the idea for the 
project after meeting at St Mary’s Church, 
Wendover. Last month Bishop Alan re-
visited the five-acre site to see how it is 
developing. 

9Celebrating Harvest

THIS harvest as churches celebrate God’s bountiful creation, Christian 
Aid is urging Christians to stand alongside women in Mali. They need 
our support to grow plentiful food to last through the leaner seasons.
   The people of the Dogon Plateau region of Mali  –  one of the driest 
places on earth    –  are constantly at the mercy of the weather.  They 
used to face drought once in a decade, but within the past few years 
the rains have been far less regular and hunger has become an 
annual concern. Opportunities to plant crops during the decreasing 
rainy season have become fewer as the ground gets drier and drier. 
The wind carries sand that further erodes the land and destroys 
crops and the scorching heat means 80 per cent of the rain that does 
fall evaporates before it can penetrate the soil. A third of Malian 
children under two are also chronically malnourished – something 
that’s almost impossible to imagine in the UK. In many communities, 
women like Tomey (pictured right) have struggled to grow enough 
food to feed their families. That’s why Christian Aid partner Action 
for Human Promotion (APH) is providing seeds, tools and training to 
help women in Tomey’s community to start market gardens.  Unlike 
traditional crops, these gardens are irrigated and do not rely on 
rain, instead using water from traditional wells that the community 
dig with guidance from APH. Tomey is now growing and selling 
vegetables and has been able to save money for the first time in her 
life and provide for her family. 
   A Christian Aid spokesman said: “As we celebrate God’s good gifts 
this harvest and reflect on how fortunate we are to have such a 
wealth of food, let us remember APH’s work, Tomey’s community 
and their struggle to protect this complex and fragile creation. This 
harvest, we are giving families the strength not just to survive, but to 
thrive. Thank you so much for all you can give.” 
For more information about Tomey and her community visit the 
Christian Aid website. There you can find worship and prayer 
resources which can be adapted for services and small groups. Visit 
www.christianaid.org.uk/getinvolved/harvest/ for details. 

Planting the seeds of survival in Mali 

Lindengate’s first harvest

Photo: Christian Aid/Lilly Peel

Watch a short video about 
Lindengate at www.oxford.anglican.
org/lindengate. 
Find out more at www.lindengate.

org.uk

Bishop Alan with  Charlie Powell and Sian Chattle on the flourishing  pumpkin patch. Below, 
tomatoes grow in a Polytunnel and a papier mache bumble bee hangs in the craft centre.  
Photos:  Jo Duckles.

Us. The new 
name for USPG
Registered charity 
number 234518

Be inspired by the world church.

Order a FREE Us introduction pack
for your church. Call 020 7921 2200 
or email info@weareUs.org.uk

“When we look at God’s 
Creation, we marvel at the 
diversity. So why, when it 
comes to religion, do we 
shy away from diversity?”
Rose Russell-Cohen
Journey with Us world church 
placement programme

Hospital of St Cross 
& Almshouse of
Noble Poverty

“England’s Oldest Almshouse”
Vacancies for Brothers

The Hospital, founded in 1132, 
is home to 25 retired 
laymen (Brothers) and 
applications are welcomed. 
A registered Charity with a 
Christian foundation, the 
Hospital is situated a mile 
south of Winchester. Each 
Brother lives independently 
and occupies a flat which 
he furnishes himself. 
Further information and an
application form are obtainable from: 
Clerk to the Trustees 
Hospital of St Cross 
Winchester, SO23 9SD 
Tel: 01962 878218 
E-mail: clerk@hospitalofstcross.co.uk 
www.hospitalofstcross.co.uk
Registered Charity No.202751

BE 
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To advertise 
in this newspaper, 

contact  Glenda or Michelle on 

01752 225623
or email 

glenda@cornerstonevision.com
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Cross Rhythms Teesside 
community radio station 
broadcasts 24/7 to 
Stockton-on-Tees and the 
Tees Valley. ‘That’s a long 
way from here’ you may 
be thinking, but hopefully 
the aims and values of this 
Community radio station 
will not be a long way from 
those of many in the church 
throughout the UK.

The station engages with 
the community through 
radio using local news, 
discussions and interviews, 
with the latest contemporary 
Christian music providing 
the backbone to the sound 
and ethos of the station. 
Sharing the Gospel with a 
21st century audience using 
21st century means.

One of the station’s 
founding DJ’s had this to 
say: “We’re often hearing 
from people who love the 
station, for the effect it has 
on the community if not 
the music itself. I’ve been 
a DJ for 10 years and my 
grandmother, who is 87 
years old, supports what I 
do wholly. She can’t stand 
the music I play, but she 
supports what I do because 
she loves me and she 
believes in the project. The 
music may not be to the 
taste of older Christians. But 
it’s actually about seeing 

the bigger picture and 
saying, ‘It’s not necessarily 
what I like but I can see 
it connecting with a lot of 
people.’ That’s the starting 
point and everything else 
will fall into place around it.”

The radio station is run as 
a not-for-profit organisation, 
and any income goes 
towards the ministry 
of reaching the local 
community with the Gospel, 
and engaging with local 
communities for social gain. 
During the recession, many 
of our projects with young 
people, especially around 
education and training, 
sadly ceased due to lack 

of funding. Organisations 
that used to pay for those 
services had their budgets 
cut or removed, and as a 
result, the station has to find 
new income and support.

But now for the good 
news: Effectively, the station 
‘re-started’ in September 
2014, with a new Station 
Manager and a new Station 
Administrator, Rafal and 
Ania Dupat. This young 
Polish couple arrived in the 
Tees Valley area sensing 
a call from God and not 
really knowing why. Rafal 
has extensive production 
and audio engineering 
experience, and Ania has 
managed a number of 
community projects. Ideal 
qualifications for a Christian 
Community Radio Station, 
although they had no idea 
it even existed when they 
came!

Since getting involved, 
Raf and Ania have 
encouraged the growth, 
management and training 
of a new crop of more 

than twenty volunteers to 
produce and present local 
programmes. They have 
also been meeting and 
engaging with the local 
community at large, and the 
Christian faith community 
especially, as well as 
community groups and 
organisations, and listener 
feedback is encouraging.

“We’re working towards 
securing funding to develop 
more programming and 
training opportunities to 
reach what is one of the 
most deprived areas in the 
UK”, said Rafal. “We have 
developed a love for the 
Tees Valley area, and the 
people here, and we want 
to use the radio station 
to bring hope and light 
in difficult times. As an 
evangelistic outreach, this 
radio station is broadcasting 
to people 24 hours a day, 
7 days a week, 52 weeks 
a year – it’s a phenomenal 
resource for the church in its 
mission.”

A message from Chris Cole, co-founder 
of the Cross Rhythms ministry.
It is fair to say that the Christian 
Faith has been the most ‘civilising 
influence’, globally, since the 
revelation of Jesus Christ as the Son 
of God. In the Western World, the 
printing of the Bible over 500 years 
ago on the newly invented printing 
press enabled our civilisation to 
develop our politics, economics, 
education, societal attitudes, major 
institutions and spirituality. All of 
these developments have been at 
the cornerstone, until recently, of our 
liberal democracies.

It is now the development of the 
internet, digital satellite, FM radio and 
television communications that gives 
all of us who call ourselves ‘followers 
of Jesus Christ’ the opportunity to 

share our stories on these platforms.
In many ways this is probably the 

first opportunity people will have of 
witnessing powerful messages and 
testimonies of real life in God. We are 
often the first Bible people will now 
read.

Cross Rhythms as a national 
ministry is growing with three 
Community radio stations licensed in 
the UK, (Teesside, Stoke on Trent and 
Plymouth), independently owned and 
operated but partnering together with 
similar aims and vision.

Cross Rhythms Teesside is reaching 
young people who engage with the 
music – but it is asking older people 
with a passion for a lost generation 
for support. It is based in one of the 

most deprived areas of the North East 
of England – but it is asking for help 
from people in this area who can see 
the vision and wish to support it. 

We now have a younger team 
developing around us who are 
very ‘media savvy’ and capable of 
maximising the amazing opportunities 
the Lord is giving us to ‘influence our 
cities for good’ by broadcasting the 
very best Christian Contemporary 
music with life changing messages.

Your partnership is not only deeply 
valued but is part of our spiritual 
resourcing to influence the airwaves 
in a way that helps those who don’t 
know Jesus gain a glimpse of His 
offer of salvation.

Please Consider Supporting  
Cross Rhythms Teeside
Our running costs are kept extremely low, and our not 
for profit radio station is currently entirely staffed with 
volunteers. We only need 40 supporters donating £30 per 
month to enable us to sustain and develop our programming, 
reaching the whole area 24 hours a day, 7 days a week with 
the Gospel. A gift, or monthly donation, of any amount, would 
be greatly appreciated. Thank you.

Title:        First Name:      

Surname:      

Address:      

      

    Postcode:   

Organisation/Company (if applicable):   

      

Telephone:      

Email:       

I enclose a one-off gift of £     
Please make cheques payble to Alive in the Spirit Trust

I would like to become a supporter 
Please fill in this form

Name:       

Name of Bank:      

Bank address:      

      

    Postcode:   

Account No:     

Sort Code:     

Instruction to your bank: Please deduct £    
from my account on (dd/mm/yy):       /      /      

Then monthly until further notice. Pay this sum to Alive in the 
Spirit account No: 70984094 Sort Code: 20-68-10 
Barclays Plymouth, Reference CRT

        
Signed     Date

I would like all donations I make to Alive 
in the Spirit Trust, Reg Charity Number 
278432, from the date of this declaration 
until I notify you otherwise to be treated 
as Gift Aid donations.

        
Signed      Date

You must be a UK taxpayer and must pay an amount of income 
tax and/or capital gains tax at least equal to the tax that the 
charity reclaims on your donations in the appropriate tax year.

Please return this form to Cross Rhythms 
Teeside, c/o Cornerstone Vision, 28 Old Park 
Road, Plymouth, PL3 4PY

Reaching a City  
with the Gospel

“A young lady came to see us at the studios, with her baby in 
her arms. She told us she had listened to a testimony on Cross 
Rhythms Teesside, and as a result had decided to keep her baby – 
there’s a little child alive now because the programming touched 
someone’s heart and gave them hope in a very difficult time.”

Cross Rhythms Teesside is very grateful to Cornerstone Vision, who have kindly sponsored this page.

Contact:

Rafal Deputat Station Manager
E: raf@crteesside.co.uk
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The Queen arrives to hand out Maundy money during her most recent visit to Oxford’s 
Christ Church Cathedral over Easter 2013. Photo KT Bruce

Above, Lord Lieutenant of Oxfordshire, Tim Stevenson, with the Revd Maggie Thorne, cutting a 
celebratory cake with his ceremonial sword during a party at St Andrew’s, Chinnor, and below, 
people enjoying the celebrations. Photos: Jo Duckles

Left, from left - Cllr Jenny 
Bloom (Chairman, Aylesbury 
Vale District Council); Cllr 
Allison Harrison (the Mayor of 
Aylesbury);  Mr Bill Chapple 
(Chairman, Bucks County 
Council); the Revd Doug 
Zimmerman (Rector of St 
Mary’s, Aylesbury); the Rt Revd 
Dr Alan Wilson (the Bishop of 
Buckingham); Sir Henry Aubrey 
Fletcher (the Lord Lieutenant of 
Buckinghamshire) and  Georgia 
James (Lord Lieutenant’s 
Cadet), at a service organised 
by Buckinghamshire County 
Council with the District and 
Town Councils. Right, flowers 
to celebrate the occasion. 

Photos: Maurice Cousins.  

The bell ringers at St Mary’s, Beaconsfield rang 63 call changes including varations 
on Queens, at 5.30pm on the big day.  This was followed by some change ringing 
(Plain Bob Triples) and then “firing” the bells (when they are all rung simultaneously, a 
method  reserved for special occasions).

Feature
Churches celebrate the Queen’s long reign

Church bells rang out and parties were held last  month to celebrate 
the moment when Her Majesty the Queen, the Head of the Church of 
England,  became the nation’s longest serving monarch. 
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Are you a woman of prayer? A man with a heart to pray? Would you 
like to have a once in a life time experience of the first of its kind 

prayer pilgrimage for 8 days in the Holy Land? If so, join Jesus Women 
International Prayer Movement UK as we partner with Travelink and 

Sarel Tours to bring you into this new life changing experience.

	The Tomb of prophet Samuel  
 and the prophets house

	Mount Carmel

	Mount Tabor

	Walls of Jericho

	Hezekiah’s Tunnel

	Mount of Beatitudes

	Boat ride on the Sea of Galilee

	The Dead Sea

	Garden of Gethsemane

	Bethlehem

	Nazareth

	In the footsteps of Jesus as he carried   
 the cross - Via De La Rosa

	Emmaus Road

	Baptism in the River Jordan with prayers

	Jerusalem House of Prayer and other   
 houses of prayer in Jerusalem

	An insight into the lives of Palestinian   
 Christian Women living in Bethlehem

	The Wailing Walls and other relevant   
 prayer sites.
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JESUS WOMEN INTERNATIONAL PRAYER MOVEMENT UK: Logos  Julian Keeble 2015
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We will visit places of explicit prayer significance like: 

25th January 2016-1st February 2016
Cost £1,748 including flights, meals, accommodation, pilgrimage certificate from the 

baptisimal site of the River Jordan, except travel insurance.
info@jesuswomeninternationalprayermovement.org.uk, or jewin1503@gmail.com

Phone: 004 47950 775993, 004 01993 773769
Registered charity: 114546

HOLY LAND PILGRIMAGE

Image courtesy of freeisraelphotos.com

JWIPM UK Pilgrimage flyer 2015.indd   1 26/06/2015   18:04:09

 

01752 228000  l  www.nicolahurst.co.uk
65 Hyde Park Rd  l  Plymouth  l  PL3 4JN

 

Scan here for more info

A unique gallery, now open 6 years, selling 
jewellery, glass, ceramics and other gift items; 

all hand made in the UK.
 

Buy online at 
www.nicolahurst.co.uk

Nicola makes jewellery on her premises in Plymouth. 
Commissions and repairs undertaken. 

Regular exhibitions showcasing  new jewellers.

Novel 
available 
on Amazon

★ ★ ★ ★ ★
fi ve star reviews 
on amazon.co.uk56

You can advertise in this newspaper with a monthly circulation 
of 34,000, at a very reasonable cost, reaching a great church 

audience in parishes throughout Berkshire, Buckinghamshire and 
Oxfordshire, including other major urban areas of Oxford, Reading, 

High Wycombe and Milton Keynes.  
We can also help you to advertise in seven other Diocesan 

newspapers throughout the South of England and the Home 
Counties, with a total circulation of nearly 170,000.

To fi nd out more, contact  Glenda or Michelle on 

01752 225623
or email glenda@cornerstonevision.com

TD

BE 
KNOWN
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It might be di�cult to believe but recent surveys show that knowledge 
of the Christmas story is fading.*

Among 5-7 year olds, 36% don’t know whose birthday we celebrate at 
Christmas and 72% don’t know Jesus was born in Bethlehem. Among adults, less than 
12% know the full nativity story and 51% say that the birth of Jesus is irrelevant to their 
Christmas. This is a tipping point.

The Christmas Starts with Christ campaign hopes to reverse the trend by telling the 
Christmas story in new ways.
You can read more at www.realadvent.co.uk 

The Real Advent Calendar is a great way to share the Christmas story.
The calendar comes with a free 32-page Christmas story activity booklet illustrated 
by Sophie Allsopp and designed to be used every day in Advent. Behind each of the 
24 windows there is a Fairtrade chocolate and a line of the Christmas story.

*Survey findings from ComRes 2007, 2010, 2012.

New Design
Available Now
New Design
Available Now

The Only Calendar with a
Free Advent Activity Booklet.

We are the UK's only Fairtrade 
charity Advent calendar. For 
every sale a donation will be 
made towards the work of 
Traidcraft Exchange and the 
Funzi Baby Clinic in Kenya.

Help raise
£15,000 this year

Join the campaign to share the Christmas story

Pay online by card 
The simplest way to pay, visit our online
shop at www.realadvent.co.uk/shop

Payment by cheque - Complete the form below and return to: 
The Meaningful Chocolate Company, 584 Knutsford Road, Warrington,
WA4 1JE. Cheques payable to ‘The Meaningful Chocolate Company Ltd’.

Shops -Tesco (larger stores) and independent retailers such as Traidcraft, 
Eden.co.uk & CLC shops have supplies. For details visit our website.

Order a case by 
1st November

for free delivery

Grand Total

Order Form
Delivery Address:

Title:  First Name: Surname:

Tel. No: (Daytime) Email:

No. of 
cases

£71.82 (£3.99 per calendar)
must be ordered in multiples of 18 

TotalCase of 18 Real Advent Calendars

Postage & Packaging
*order by 1st November for free postage

free* or
£4.95

www.realadvent.co.uk/shop

How To Order

Could you be a champion?

Visit us on

www.realadvent.co.uk/resources

£3.99£3.99
RRP

We recommend that churches, schools and groups buy in bulk directly from us. 
The best way is for a champion (maybe you) to collect orders and place an order 
online. You can find resources to help with this on our website:

www.traidcra.co.uk

www.funzi.org.uk
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Yes, I’d like to help Syrian refugees with a gift of:  £30    £60    £90    My own amount of £  
Please make your cheque/postal order/CAF voucher* payable to Christian Aid (*delete as appropriate)

OR debit my   Maestro   MasterCard   Visa   Amex   CAF card

Card no. (if using Maestro, please copy the long number along the middle of your card, and add the issue number if applicable below)

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
   Valid from 

 
 / 

 
   Expiry date 

 
 / 

 
  Issue no. 

 
 (Maestro only)

Please return your completed form to: Freepost RSUR-YSTS-KJUL, Christian Aid, 35-41 Lower Marsh, LONDON SE1 7RL

A
024894

To donate: Fill in the form below    visit christianaid.org.uk/helprefugees    text KIT4 to 70123 to give £5*

Christian Aid will not pass your details on to any other organisation. If you already receive information from Christian Aid we will continue to send it unless you tell us otherwise 
by writing to us at PO Box 100, London, SE1 7RT. If you are new to Christian Aid, please tick here if you do not want to receive information from us 

Signature  Today’s date  
 

 / 
 

 / 
 

Title  Forename  Surname 

Address 

 Postcode 

Email address 
Please complete if you’re happy to receive emails from Christian Aid

£30 
could buy a 
life-saving  

food kit
Will you buy life-saving food for a 
Syrian refugee family? 

REFUGEE CRISIS APPEAL

Your gift will help fund our emergency response to the refugee crisis
*A charity donation service for Christian Aid. Texts cost £5 + 1 std rate msg. Christian Aid will receive 100% of your donation. We may contact you again in future. To opt 
out of calls, text NOCALL CA to 70123, and to opt out of SMS text NOSMS CA to 70123. To discuss this payment, call 020 3282 7863.

UK registered charity no. 1105851  Company no. 5171525  Scot charity no SC039150. The Christian Aid name and logo are trademarks of Christian Aid. Christian Aid is a 
key member of ACT Alliance. © Christian Aid September 2015. Photo: © Yannis Behrakis/Reuters

I was cold.
I was hungry. 
Were you there?
Please give now to help us feed, clothe and shelter 
refugees in Europe and the Middle East.

Since the conflict in Syria broke out, more than 4.1 million people  
have been forced to seek safety outside the country. Christian 
Aid is working with churches in Europe and the Middle East to 
provide food and other life-saving essentials to refugees.  
But as winter approaches, we must be prepared  
to reach thousands more. Please help us.
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Audio version 
Sight impaired people can get a free audio 
verison of the Door by contacting the 
Oxford Diocese on 01865 208227.
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Production/Distribution Manager: Debbie Dallimore
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How have the last few months felt?
By the Ven. Martin Gorick

We’re a few months 
into the first 
Conservative 
government in 

Britain since 1997. Politically we 
are a Conservative diocese, with 
every constituency returning 
Tory MPs except for Slough and 
Oxford East. We’ve had the first 
Queen’s Speech, the first budget 
and the first wave of policy 
announcements. How have the last few months felt for 
you? Perhaps it has felt good to most people, but it has not 
felt good to me. Over these first months  I’ve seen refugees 
rejected, migrants stigmatised and Europe shunned. I’ve 
seen tax credits slashed, solar power decimated and the 
BBC undercut. I’ve seen councils compromised, students 
stressed and public servants devalued. 
   We have been watching the worst refugee crisis in 
Europe since the Second World War. Millions have already 
fled  Syria, Eritrea, Afghanistan and Iraq. It’s hard to 
see what “end game” we are aiming for in Syria, and 
meanwhile many more people will try to escape a living 
nightmare. It’s all very well to go after traffickers and talk 
of “turning off the tap” but where is a co-ordinated plan 
for working with our European partners to re-settle the 
waves of people already here, in our shared continent? 
Instead we have ministers using language that stigmatises 
all migrants, speaking of a “swarm” that will “threaten 
our prosperity”. We see “crackdowns” on landlords and 
employers without any concerted, compassionate response 
to those seeking basic refuge.    

“...these first few months of a new 
government have not been an 
encouragement...”

   Alongside that I see local councils shouldering the 
burden of ongoing budget cuts, having to remove 
established levels of support for the needy. I see them 
facing a real housing crisis, while having to contemplate 
selling into private ownership what little affordable social 
housing they still have. I do see more millionaires than 
ever before, and wages rising for many people. Britain 
deserves a pay rise, unless you are a public sector worker 
who has had your pay frozen for the last five years and will 
now have it pegged at one per cent for the next five. 
   It doesn’t do much for the morale of our teachers, health 
workers and others. The maintenance grant has been 
abandoned for students, with the likelihood of tuition 
fees rising above the £27,000 charged for most degrees. 
I see hard working poorer people driven to despair by 
the cuts in working tax credits.  The Climate Change 
conference in Paris is coming up, where I hope we will take 
a positive lead. Meanwhile schools, community groups and 
households planning to install solar power have had their 
hopes dashed as subsidies were recently cut by 87 per cent. 
Meanwhile the House of Lords gets ever bigger, with more 
members now than any legislative body outside China.  
   This is a personal comment, from me as a human being, 
and is not a diocesan view. We do have many good MPs in 
this diocese, along with a likeable Prime Minister who I 
faithfully pray for, along with his government. They have 
such a difficult job to do.  But these first few months of a 
new government have not been an encouragement for me. 
They haven’t made me more proud to be British. I feel we 
have a long way to go.  
   The Ven. Martin Gorick is the Archdeacon of Oxford. 

Letters to the editor are very welcome and should be sent either by email to jo.duckles@oxford.anglican.org or by post to Letters 
at the Door, Diocesan Church House, North Hinksey, Oxford OX2 0NB. The Editor reserves the right to edit all submissions. Letters 
sent electronically will be more likely to be published. Letters should be no more than 300 words.

Support for clergy marriages
It is good to see that the diocese is concerned with 
the well-being of its clergy (the Door July 2015). 
Relationships with parishioners, colleagues and 
line managers were reported by 85 per cent of the 
respondents as ‘good’. However, living on the job, 
especially in tied housing with spouses and children, a 
workload of over 50 hours per week and lack of days off 
and holiday were also observed to be significant causes 
of stress. Clergy marriage breakdowns can often be 
exacerbated or even caused by such issues. 

   Broken Rites www.brokenrites.org seeks to 
support spouses and partners where clergy marriages 
have broken down; a survey such as this demonstrates 
how real those strains and stresses are, strains and 
stresses which are often experienced by those seeking 
support and information from Broken Rites. The 
threat to well-being of clergy and their families is not 
something which is going to go away – it will be good 
to see some positive diocesan initiatives to counteract 
this.
 Alexandra Green, South East regional 
representative, Broken Rites.

...continued from page 16.
“We have resources to help prepare people for marriage, 
resources for parenting, and last year I was invited to do 
a session on hard skills training for curates on baptism 
resources available for them,” says Denise, who reels 
off a long list of MU projects, including Fiddle Pinnies:  
members make quilts of different fabrics, which are 
given to people with dementia to help them to remain 
calm and are a focus for conversation. The Diocesan MU 
funds summer holidays for families in need, and provides 
a range of items for parents who find themselves in 
hospital with sick children, as well as having fellowship 
groups for their members, who raise money for diocesan 
and international projects and run activities in their local 
churches. 
   Being a trustee to the central MU has given her a 
completely different perspective on the organisation. 
   In the last eight years, she has seen the national 
body receive two grants of just under £1m each from 
Comic Relief, a fact most members aren’t aware of.  The 
charity has a permanent seat at the UN Commission 

on the Status of Women, which meets every February. 
“They want us there because we can tell the stories 
from the grass roots of how their policies affect women 
and children,” she says.  Denise was privileged to go 
to Kellogg College in Oxford to hear United Nations 
Under Secretary-General and Executive Director of UN 
Women, Phumzile Mlambo-Ngcuka, speak in June on 
the Millennium Development Goals that were launched 
by the UN 15 years ago.
   “Because the MU is so involved in that I had a chat with 
her and it was really good to hear about how our work is 
appreciated at the highest levels.”
Denise and David have two sons, Matthew and 
Andrew. 

 

Relax the rules for a more welcoming church
While there are obviously good reasons for church 
people wishing to receive Holy Communion on Sundays, 
it appears to me that the provision of the Eucharist, 
to the exclusion of other forms of service, puts people 
off who are not confirmed. Of course it is possible to 
attend a Holy Communion service without receiving 
the Sacrament – but seeing that so much of the service 
relates directly to the receiving of the bread and wine, 
the unconfirmed cannot help feeling left out. A blessing 
at the altar is not an adequate substitute. 
   The proportion of people in our parishes who have 
been confirmed is becoming smaller and smaller, as older 
people die. Up to the mid-1980s confirmation continued 
to be something of a “rite of passage”.  However, for the 
last 30 years the number of confirmation candidates 
has very greatly declined and of people under  40 it is 
now very much the exception to be confirmed and thus 
eligible to receive Holy Communion under the Church’s  
current rules. 
   My contention is that the Church ought to consider 
changing its rules about confirmation being the pre-

requisite for sharing Holy Communion. We want to 
welcome people to church, but it is a confused welcome 
if they are not allowed to receive Communion.  In 
10 years there will be few communicants under 50. 
When baptism is held in the context of Communion, 
something of the welcome given to the baptism families 
is spoilt when, if they have not been confirmed they 
are excluded from sharing fully in communion.  Would 
a complete “free-for-all” do any damage to Anglican 
principles?  It might cure the present feeling that many 
people have that they are somehow ‘second class’ if they 
attend a communion service; and so they don’t come.
The Revd Henry Ormerod, Banbury. 
Under CofE rules provision can be made for baptised children 
to receive communion before confirmation. Bishops specify 
that to receive communion children must be baptised.  It can 
be argued that by removing the link between confirmation 
and communion, the significance of confirmation is 
strengthened because it is no longer a ‘hoop’ to jump through 
to ‘get’ communion. It can still be a meaningful rite of 
passage into a more adult life of discipleship.
Yvonne Morris, Diocesan Children’s Advisor. 

For more www.muoxford.org.uk 
and www.mothersunion.org/ 

Keeping Sunday  special
I’ve been reading in the national papers recently that 
some retailers may be allowed to open their doors for 
longer than the current six hours on Sundays.
   In 1948, Leslie Weatherhead, Pastor of the City Temple 
in London wrote: “Sunday, the keeping of which I am 
sure has played an important part in the development of 
national character, is speedily going. It is  
 

 
really important that we should decide what our attitude 
is going to be, for I cannot emphasise too heavily this 
sentence, (if things go on as they are proceeding now our 
grandchildren will have no Sunday left to discuss) there 
won’t be any difference between Sunday and the other 
days of the week.” Perhaps he was right.
Nick Ledger, Ascot, Berkshire
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The Revd Lady Brown (Denise) 
is passionate about letting the 
world know about the amazing 
and varied work of the Mothers’ 
Union, (MU). Denise tells Jo 
Duckles how joining the MU as 
a young mother paved her way 
back into the Church.

Now ordained and doing an 
extraordinary amount of work 
for the Church and the MU, 
Denise told me her story over 

a cup of tea, following one of the many 
meetings she attends at Diocesan Church 
House. While she grew up in the Church, 
she says her confirmation service when 
she was just 14 was like a passing out 
ceremony. 
   “I never doubted that God existed but 
I doubted that I could find him in the 
Church of England,” she says. “I looked 
for him in lots of other places and when 
I ended up in a village just outside 
Basingstoke I joined the MU branch. 
It was definitely part of my path back 
in to the CofE. I was invited onto the 
Young Families Committee in Winchester 
and my then one-year-old became a 
very experienced committee member. I 
travelled around to meetings with a box of 
toys.”
   Denise had studied in London, becoming 
one of the first people to get a computer 
science degree and went on to work in 
telecommunications, where she met her 
husband David. “Before joining my only 
experience of the MU was being handed 
a little collecting box for overseas work,” 
says Denise. When she moved to Berkshire 
23 years ago she joined an MU branch 
in Newbury and was soon part of the 
Diocesan Prayer and Spirituality Unit, 
(now Faith and Policy).
“I have always felt that when the MU asks 
you to do something it is like stepping out, 
off the edge of a cliff but you are supported 
by all of these lovely people who are egging 
you on and giving you advice.”  Her various 
roles have included joining the central 
Faith and Policy Unit at the MU’s national 

headquarters, Mary Sumner House in 
London. Soon she was helping to run Faith 
and Policy conferences. All along Denise 
says the two elements of her ministry, her 
journey to ordination and service to the 
MU, were running in parallel.

“...the voluntary sector 
needs all the support it 
can get.” 

   “While I was doing all this I got more 
and more involved in my own church, 
particularly children’s services and family 
worship,” she says. All the time Denise was 
feeling called to a vocation, and when she 
talked her feelings through with her Vicar, 

it was suggested she become a Licensed 
Lay Minister.  
    “I’d been away from the traditional 
CofE and had to ask what an LLM was,” 
says Denise, who knew after two years of 
the three-year LLM training that it was 
not going to be enough. I was licensed 
in October 1998. I went to a selection 
conference for ordination training the 
following June, and started training on 
the St Albans and Oxford Ministry Course 
(SAOMC) in 1999, while continuing with 
my MU work.”
   Denise was ordained Deacon in 2002, 
the same year David was knighted for 
services to British Industry.  Her roles have 
included being Assistant Area Dean for 
the Newbury Deanery for five years. She 

ministers in the East Downland Benefice, 
with nine churches. Denise has an interest 
in young people and this has helped shape 
the Deanery Development plan. She chairs 
a Deanery Development team which 
includes ecumenical partners from COINS 
(Christian Outreach in Newbury Schools) 
and the Bus of Hope, a mobile youth centre 
launched by the Kennet Christian Centre, 
and is also a trustee of Berkshire Youth, a 
charity supporting voluntary youth clubs 
and projects.
   “With Government cutbacks in youth 
provision, the voluntary sector needs 
all the support it can get to help provide 
facilities for our young people and the 
churches are getting involved in that,” she 
says.

“...the opportunity to 
bring my priestly work 
and MU work together.”

   As Coordinator for the Diocesan Faith 
and Policy Unit and then Area Vice-
President for West Berkshire, Denise has 
served for 12 years as a Diocesan trustee 
of the Mothers’ Union.  During that time 
she has also been a central Trustee for 
three years.  “I have just become the MU 
Diocesan Chaplain which is something 
that’s been on my heart for a long time. I 
now find myself having the opportunity 
to bring my priestly work and MU work 
together. It’s a wonderful complement. 
   “I find in my ministry of whatever kind, 
God really blesses what I offer. Nearly a 
year ago I was invited to be the chaplain 
to the Canterbury Province Conference 
for MU diocesan presidents. I met a lot 
of people and out of that was invited to 
lead Guildford’s MU diocesan retreat. I am 
now being invited to lead branch prayer 
times and quiet afternoons and I’ve just 
led a quiet day for the trustees. It’s a way 
of re-using the resources I spent time 
developing last year.  God never wastes 
anything.”
   Denise is keen to see the image of the 
MU transformed in the UK. 
Continued on page 15...

  

Denise Brown at Diocesan Church House. Photo: Jo Duckles

& SON LIMITED
FUNERAL DIRECTORS     EST. 1826

A.B.WALKER

Five generations of professional 
service, experience and care. 
For personal 24hr assistance 
0118 957 3650
Ask about our award winning 
funeral plans

www.abwalker.co.uk
TAYLORS

(OF OXFORD)

 
   

 

AND ACCESSORIES
Taylors of Oxford Robe Makers, 

Estate Yard Workshops, Cuckoo Lane, 
North Leigh, Witney, Oxon, OX29 6PS 

  
TEL  (01993)  886802

• Cassocks • Collars • Surplices and Cottas 
• Albs • Stocks • Vergers and Preaching Gowns 

• Preaching Scarves • Stoles • Hoods 
• Girdles and Cinctures • Shirts and much more
ACADEMIC • LEGAL • CIVIC • ECCLESIASTICAL

ROBEMAKERS

www.taylorsofoxford.com

STAINED GLASS  
ARTISTS AND 
CRAFTSMEN
Design, Restoration 
and Installation of all 
traditional leaded light 
window and door panels

Specialist in the 
reproduction of hand 
painted and decorative 
stained glass

Expert church window 
and stained glass cleaning 
service

EST 1990 with over  
40 years experience

barrydavis1955@btinternet.com
www.leadcraftstainedglass.co.uk

3 Malthouse Lane,  
Reading RG1 7JA 
Tel: 0118 956 8534  
By appointment only

CHURCH PEWS
UNCOMFORTABLE?

WHY NOT TRY SAFEFOAM’S TOP QUALITY
UPHOLSTERED FOAM PEW CUSHIONS?

www.safefoam.co.uk Freephone 0800 015 44 33
Free Sample Pack of foam & fabrics sent by first class mail

When phoning please quote TD1015

Safefoam, Green Lane, Riley Green,
Hoghton, Preston PR5 0SN

COMMUNION LINEN
The finest purificators, palls, lavabo 

Towels, corporals – at affordable prices

Made by Zimbabwe Mothers’ Union 
In support of its outreach work of  

the Anglican church there.

MATABELELAND CHURCH LINENS 
120 Church Lane East, Aldershot, GU11 3SS 

Email: matabelelinens@gmail.com

There is none like you, O Lord, 
and there is no God besides you, 
according to all that we have 
heard with our ears. 

1Ch 17:20 (ESV)



www.oxford.anglican.org
Pull this section out.  Keep it handy for your own 
prayers and involvement in the Diocese.

The Milk Bucket Challenge

Have you ever bathed, showered 
or dived into a pool of milk?  
That’s what some farmers have 
been doing this summer for the 

Milk Bucket Challenge, to raise awareness 
of milk prices. Not the supermarket prices, 
but the price paid to the farmer when they 
sell their milk. It costs an average of 30p 
a litre to produce milk. The average milk 
price farmers received in June 2015 was 
23.66p. Some were receiving as little as 
15p. 
   Those prices have an effect on farmers’ 
businesses. It potentially threatens the 
welfare of animals and has a knock on 
effect on the care of the land and the 
environment. In the last six months some 
450 dairy farmers went out of business. 
Imagine your take-home pay dropping by 
50 per cent overnight or imagine having to 
subsidise your workplace so that you can 
remain employed.   
   Farmers can sometimes subsidise their 
milk production by making a profit on 

other enterprises, but not if they are 
farming lamb. Prices farmers received 
for their lamb according to the National 
Farmers’ Union in August 2015 were at 
their lowest since 2009 and the farmer 
receives an average of 44 per cent of the 
cost to the consumer. Cereal prices have 
dropped too, though in some cases a 
higher yield has helped keep things going.  
The reasons are complex and wide ranging, 
reflecting global trends in production, 
commodity markets, trade programmes, 
varying farming and corporate practices 
and consumer likes and dislikes. 
   Fundamentally food is a gift from 
God. We all have to eat.  The theological 
narrative of the creation makes that 
clear – see Genesis 1 vs 28 and 29. The 
second story of Genesis chapter 2 suggests 
that tilling and keeping the land is part 
of the partnership humanity has with 
God, ensuring that everyone has enough 
food. Food is a matter of justice. Where 
food is scarce or unavailable that is a sin 
against humanity! The Church calls for 

righteousness and justice in food being 
available to all and rightly so. But it also 
calls for justice for the producer and 
supplier. This has been most evident in 
the Church’s championing of Fairtrade. 
Championing fair prices for the farmer is 
surely an extension of that? 
   The Harvest Festival is an opportunity 
to be thankful to God for his providence 
in gifting food to us; all life depends on 
nourishment. Some churches use the 
festival to focus on justice for the world’s  
poorest farmers and rightly so. 

   You’d expect a diocesan rural officer to 
encourage focusing on recognising issues 
such as the current price volatility, local 
food, the rural economy, and the pastoral 
needs of those who farm to produce food 
for others to live. And to encourage others 
to champion these issues – supporting UK 
farmers with wise and ethical choices when 
they do their food shopping.  
The Revd Canon Glyn Evans is the 
Diocesan Rural Officer and the Deputy 
Chief Executive of the Farming 
Community Network.

Recently the Church of England’s National Rural Officer, Dr Jill Hopkinson, 
suggested three things Christians can do: 
 
1. Pray. Any threat to the farming business and family is likely to increase levels of 
stress and depression and as Christians we have a pastoral responsibility to pray 
regularly.

2. Use their power as consumers to buy responsibly. As well as milk, buy as much 
cheese, yoghurt and butter produced in the UK from British milk (it takes 10 litres 
of milk to make a kilo of cheese). You can identify UK sourced products by the Red 
Tractor Logo on many packets. If feasible and possible buy produce direct from the 
farmer or through farmers markets, box schemes, and internet outlets.

3. Ask questions and speak out about the issues. When visiting supermarkets, shops, 
restaurants and other retail outlets ask where the food they are selling comes from. If 
enough people do that it will eventually have an effect.  

To which I can add: 

4. Churches can support charities that are working with farmers in difficulties. The 
Farming Community Network (fcn.org.uk) R.A.B.I. (rabi.org.uk)  and the Addington 
Fund (addingtonfund.org.uk

5. Churches are good at food and good at hospitality. There has been a very 
successful campaign to encourage churches to use Fair Trade products – coffee, tea, 
sugar, biscuits.  Ten years ago the diocesan synod passed a resolution encouraging 
churches in the diocese to put the same commitment into local products. Maybe we 
should form buying syndicates in the congregation to help those who cannot access 
local food outlets because of transport issues or broadband problems!

As a new term starts at Ripon 
College, Cuddesdon, Benedict 
Musola reflects on his journey 
to ordination training. 

The characterisation of Christian 
discipleship as a journey on a long 
and winding road seems a fitting 
summary of my experience of 

being called to ordained ministry.  
   Whilst God’s call came to me during my 
early teenage years it took a long while 
before I offered for priestly ministry. 
Thankfully, although like Jonah I “deserted 
the call”, the call “didn’t desert me” and the 

sovereign 
Lord 
used the 
intervening 
period to 
prepare 
me for 
my future 
ministry. 
There are 
times when 
I wish that 
I’d followed 
through with my calling much earlier but 
I’m now persuaded that this is God’s time 
for me.    

   The knowledge and experience gained 
during the intervening years has provided 
me with a good base and platform for my 
future ministry. God also used this time 
to train, discipline, educate, humble and 
equip me for the future.
   The discernment and selection process 
was quite rigorous and demanding. A sense 
of vulnerability was inevitable as I opened 
up to examination and scrutiny. Having 
said that, I’m also aware that I gained a 
better understanding of myself, of God 
and of the Church. I have really enjoyed 
the training so far and it has been a great 
experience, of learning, fellowship and 
growth. 

   My fellow ordinands are a great bunch 
and we’ve shared times of joy and laughter 
and also supported each other through 
some difficult moments. Part-time 
training presents some unique challenges 
and it took me a little while to establish a 
“sustainable groove”, but I got there in the 
end. 
   I’ve been surprised by the quick passage 
of time as it only seems like yesterday 
when I started my first year and yet second 
is only a couple of weeks away. My journey 
on the long and winding road continues. 
Benedict Musola is a second year 
ordinand at Ripon College, Cuddesdon. 

Ben Compton, Sam Pennington and Rebecca Parry braved having hundreds of litres of milk 
poured over them by dairy farmer Rob Davies at his farm in Gloucestershire. Photo Bruton 
Knowles. 

October 2015

Continuing a long and winding road towards ordination 



Advertising October prayer diary
The following is for guidance only, please feel free to adapt to local conditions and, if you wish, produce your own deanery prayer diaries.
Our purpose is to create a caring, 
sustainable and growing Christian 
presence in every part of the Diocese 
of Oxford. 
 
‘In the same way, let your light shine 
before others, so that they may see your 
good works and give glory to your Father 
in heaven.’ –  Matthew 5:16 
 
Pray to the Father through the Son in 
the power of the Spirit for: 

THURSDAY 1  Wooburn: Martin 
Wallington. For the smooth undertaking 
of a new roof and deathwatch beetle 
treatment from October 2015 until 
Easter 2016, especially for the provision 
of the balance of finances with which 
to pay for the works. For the church 
family at St Paul’s to be blessed by God 
in our faith and relationships whilst 
we meet temporarily for services in the 
Church Hall. St Paul’s School. 

FRIDAY 2 Deanery of Wantage: 
Jason St John Nicolle, Hugh Rees, 
Sarah Shackleton and Roger Williams. 
Pray that we may engage effectively 
and imaginatively with the mission 
opportunities arising out of new housing 
developments in the Deanery; that we 
may discern God’s will in relation to the 
appointment of a new Associate Vicar in 
the Vale Benefice.

SATURDAY 3 Ridgeway: Leonora Hill.  
For everyone involved in the renovation 
projects that are currently taking place 
in a number of churches across the 
Ridgeway Benefice.  For our Away Day on 
Saturday 24 October as we enter the final 
weeks of our year-long study of We Make 
the Road by Walking by Brian McLaren. 
The Ridgeway School.

MONDAY 5 Vale: John Durant, David 
Payne, George Moody, Meg Joyce and 
Sue Powditch. For God’s person to be 
appointed as our Associate Vicar for the 
benefice and that the whole selection 
process helps us unite as a benefice. 
For each of our churches to respond 
positively and creatively to the challenge 
of increased housing in the area. East 
Challow School, Grove School, Hanney 
School. 

TUESDAY 6 Wantage: John Salter, 
Michael Berrett and Paul Faint. For the 
working together of the parishes of 
Wantage and Grove visiting those who 
have moved into new houses in our 
respective parishes; this mission is done 
in pairs, one person drawn from each 
congregation. For our work with the 
young, especially ‘Play and Pray’ with 
toddlers, the Advent Day for Key Stage 2, 
and those in the parish church choir. For 
ministry resourcing. For Freya, seriously 
ill in hospital in Greece after a tragic 

car accident. Give thanks for successful 
fundraising and social events in the 
parish. Wantage Primary School.

WEDNESDAY 7 Wantage Downs: 
Elizabeth Birch and Jean Page. Pray for 
growth in family services. Hendreds 
School.

THURSDAY 8 Deanery of Abingdon: 
Richard Zair, Neil Rowe, Elizabeth 
Thomas, Gordon Brown. For our parishes 
as many of us have significant new 
housing developments being built. 
Please pray for wisdom as we welcome 
newcomers into our communities and 
into our churches. For our Deanery Synod 
as we elect a new Standing Committee at 
our next meeting (November 19). For our 
clergy, as we face busy schedules through 
the autumn. 

FRIDAY 9 Abingdon-on-Thames: 
Charles Miller, Paul Smith, Jane Baun 
and Tony Richmond. For St Helen’s: 
the strategic plan organisational phase; 
the response to the advertisement for a 
house-for-duty priest; thanksgiving for 
the purchase of an assistant clergy house. 
For St Nicolas’s: discernment for the 
ministry of music through the autumn; 
for the new headteacher at St Nicolas’s 
School. For St Michael’s: thanksgiving for 
the new nave altar to be consecrated by 
Bishop Colin on St Luke’s Day.

SATURDAY 10 Appleton: Lyn Sapwell 
and Martin French. For new relationships 
and contacts arising from the events 
and services of our four-day harvest 
celebration with church and school, 
and for continuing guidance in the 
implementation of our Mission Action 
Plan and the teams involved. Appleton 
School. 

MONDAY 12 Besselsleigh: Lyn Sapwell. 
For all involved at every level in the 
long-awaited final process of the formal 
‘closure’ of St Lawrence Church and its 
new phase of existence as an active trust. 
Also for the new combined Benefice 
of Appleton, Eaton and Besselsleigh. 
Diocesan Advisory Committee meeting.

TUESDAY 13 Cumnor: Geoff Maughan, 
David Wenham, Helen Azer, Jean Pryce-
Williams, James Joines, Neil Grady, David 
Henderson Slater and Eve Lockett. Plans 
are going forward to install a toilet and 
servery in St Michael’s, Cumnor; please 
pray for Faculty and planning permission.  
The wooden roof of St Andrew’s Dean 

Court has broken trusses; pray for repairs 
to be done and for plans to build a new 
church/community centre in brick instead 
of wood. Cumnor School.

WEDNESDAY 14 Fyfield with Tubney 
and Kingston Bagpuize: David 
Pickering and Ian Bensted. For Kingston’s 
new part-time Children’s and Families 
Worker, Gary Long, that the Lord may 
greatly use him, and that he would 
himself be much blessed in his time with 
us. For new folk to come to know and love 
the Lord Jesus Christ through all three of 
our churches.  Bishop’s Council.

THURSDAY 15 Marcham with Garford 
and Shippon: Richard Zair and Jill 
Rowe. For our Alpha course starting this 
month: for a good response to invitations 
and for a good course. For our Book Fair 
in Shippon on Saturday 17 October: for 
a good response. Partnership in World 
Mission meeting. Marcham School.

FRIDAY 16 North Abingdon: Tim 
Davis, Keith Dunnett, Simon Steer, 
Jitesh Patel, David Lever, Nick McLeish, 
Anne Taylor, Mike Warner, Colin Wood, 
Derek Walker, Peter Bennett, Alan 
Wallis, Lawrance Sharma and Chris 
Matthewman. For the Christians in the 
Workplace  event on 18 October, when we 
have a speaker from the London Institute 
of Contemporary Christianity speaking 
about being equipped where you are. This 
month we have two welcome events for 
all those who have joined the church in 
the last few months. For our welcome 
ministry throughout the year. World Food 
Day. St Nicolas School. 

SATURDAY 17 Radley, Sunningwell 
and Kennington: Pam McKellen, Glynis 
Beckett, Tony Johnson, Peter Stanway, 
Sue Sowden and Martha Young. Give 
thanks for the way our churches have 
come together as a united benefice, and 
for the arrival of our Associate Minister, 
Alison Mathew. Pray for activities 
commencing this autumn, especially 
those involving children, young people 
and families, including our Messy Church 
sessions. Mend the Gap day. St Swithun’s 
School, Radley School, Sunningwell 
School.

MONDAY 19 Drayton: Rebecca Peters 
and Rosie Bruce. Pray that people begin 
to feel part of the community at the 
Celebration family service and that the 
many new baptism families know more of 
Jesus’s love for them.

 
 
SUNDAYS:   8am Holy Communion; 10am Matins (coffee in Priory Room);  
11.15am Sung Eucharist; 6pm Evensong.
WEEKDAYS:   7.15am Morning Prayer; 7.35am Holy Communion;  
1pm (Wednesday only) Holy Communion;  
6pm Evensong (Thursday Sung Eucharist 6pm). 

                Tel: 01865 276155        www.chch.ox.ac.uk

Services at Christ Church Cathedral

Travel Insurance

UK
BASED

FT TRAVEL
INSURANCE

 

 

Arranged for The Door readers

Conditions apply
 Please call for details ~
0116 272 0500

Authorised & regulated by the FCA

Our insurance has a customer 24-hour helpline, full medical 
cover with most pre-existing medical conditions accepted and, 

most importantly, an air ambulance get you home service.

Annual (max. age 85) and single (no max. age) 
cover for UK, Europe and worldwide holidays

Real and friendly people... not machines!

IS THIS SUMMER OR WINTER? 
- OR SHALL WE CALL IT SWINTER!

Call us now and get great prices for Annual, Single Trip and 
Long Stay cover with £10 OFF all policies if purchased this year.

Luxury 3 bed villa 
(all ensuite) Sleeps 6/8, near

Carvoeiro. Own pool,
all mod cons. Situated on
Pestana Golf Resort. Golf,

Tennis, Outdoor bowls.
Full details and brochure:

Brian Chambers

ALGARVE

info@casa-oleander.co.uk
www.casa-oleander.co.uk

Tel: 02380 265 683

LYNTON DEVON
A warm traditional welcome

awaits you at 
Kingford House  

Enjoy excellent home cuisine ideally 
situated for coastal & Exmoor walks. 
Tel Tricia Morgan on 01598 752361 

for brochure and tariff 
patriciakingford@aol.com

www.kingfordhouse.co.uk 

SHERBORNE
Short breaks in Dorset
Elegant, spacious, 2 bed,

apartment in listed building
close to Abbey Church.

Open all year.
Please ring for brochure:

01404 841367

If you, or someone you know would 
like more information about Gilead 

or would like to make an application, 
please contact: 

Laura Alm  Tel: 01837 851240 
Fax: 01837 851520 

laura.alm@gilead.org.uk

www.gilead.org.uk

Gilead Foundations
is a Therapeutic Community, 
offering a residential rehabilitation 
program, called KEY, for people 
with life-controlling addictions, 
such as drug or alcohol abuse, 
homelessness, gambling, eating 
disorders, self harm, and other 
addictive behaviours. 

Based on a 
300 acre dairy 
farm in rural Devon, 
Gilead uses the 
Genesis Process 
Relapse Prevention 
programme 
with our clients. 

Take
a

Break
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The following is for guidance only, please feel free to adapt to local conditions and, if you wish, produce your own deanery prayer diaries.
TUESDAY 20 Steventon with Milton: 
Jack Jarvis. For those who are involved 
with organising our future services and 
also for those who are conducting them. 
Also that a priest will be appointed to go 
forward with the mission within these 
parishes and the DAMASCUS group of 
parishes (Drayton, Appleford, Milton, 
Sutton Courtenay and Steventon). St 
Michael’s School, St Blaise School. 

WEDNESDAY 21 Sutton Courtenay 
with Appleford: Helen Kendrick, Tim 
Hewes, Tim Budd and Paul James. For 
Sutton Courtenay PCC as they continue 
with their plans to build a new kitchen, 
new toilets and a meeting room. For 
the Pastoral Care Course being run in 
the autumn to encourage and enable 
lay people to take a more active role in 
pastoral care. For the DAMASCUS group 
of parishes as we continue to work and 
grow together following the retirement 
of the Reverend Colin Patching from 
Steventon and Milton. Sutton Courtenay 
School.

THURSDAY 22 Wootton and Dry 
Sandford: Jon Williams, Jenni Williams 
and Tim Perry. That the children’s and 
youth work continues to grow and 
thrive. For the appointment of a new 
headteacher to our church school, 
Wootton Boars Hill School.

FRIDAY 23 Deanery of Amersham: 
Camilla Walton, Don Sanderson, 
Dorothy Potter, Julie Dziegiel, Dorothy 
Moore-Brooks and Frog Orr-Ewing. 
For the mission and action of the 
parishes and Deanery Synod members 
to reflect the call of God upon us. In 
particular for all discussions regarding 
developing different forms of mission and 
collaboration, that they will be blessed 
and guided by God. For the individual and 
corporate generosity of people  living in 
our parishes, and for those in need.

SATURDAY 24 Amersham on the Hill: 
Sharon Roberts and Peter Binns. For the 
life of the church during the vacancy, 
especially for our Churchwardens, 
PCC and our whole community as 
we prayerfully enter the process of 
advertising for a new incumbent. 

MONDAY 26 Amersham with 
Coleshill: Tim Harper, Tim Barnard, 
David Robinson, Ian Morgan and Steve 
Poulson. That our work with youth and 
children, particularly the unchurched, 
will continue to flourish. That as the 
civic parish we will continue to enjoy the 
confidence of the community. St Mary’s 
School and Coleshill School. 

TUESDAY 27 Beaconsfield Team 
Ministry: Jeremy Brooks, Narinder 
Tegally, Camilla Walton, Carolynn 
Croisdale-Appleby, Cathy Smith, Kevin 
Beer and Hazel Chow. For our team 

ministry as we look to see how we can 
work more closely together across our 
three churches. For our work among 
young people, as we work in partnership 
with Young Life across the town to reach 
out to the youth of Beaconsfield. St Mary 
and All Saints School.

WEDNESDAY 28 Chalfont St Giles, 
Seer Green and Jordans: Ian Brown, 
Cassa Messervy, Jennifer Tebboth, Linda 
West and Angela Thompson.  For the 
forthcoming visit of J John at Christmas 
and preparations for outreach via the 
Pilgrim course to the Benefice. Seer Green 
School.

THURSDAY 29 Chalfont St Peter: 
Charles Overton, Wendy Graham and Ben 
Topham. St Peter’s Academy. 

FRIDAY 30 Chenies and Little 
Chalfont, Latimer and Flaunden: 

David Allsop, John Went, Ruth Boughton, 
Pat Ansell and Philip Lovegrove. For the 
redevelopment of the church and site 
at St George’s, Little Chalfont. For the 
ministry to tourists and forthcoming 
healing services at St Michael’s, Chenies. 
For further outreach to the village for 
St Mary Magdalene, Flaunden. For the 
new churchyard labyrinth at St Mary 
Magdalene, Latimer, and for the Friends 
of Latimer Church. St George’s School.

SATURDAY 31 Chesham Bois: 
Christopher Clare, Peter Ibison, Jackie 
Lambert, Averil Stephenson and Vicky 
Burton. For Revd Laurie Clow, his wife 
Wendy and his family as Laurie took up 
his post as Rector here on 2 September.  
Pray that we can be authentic disciples of 
Jesus and find the right ways to reach our 
communities with the good news of the 
Gospel. Chesham Bois School. 

The Revd Caroline Windley moves from 
her post as Area Director of Ordinands 
for Buckingham to Diocesan Director of 
Ordinands; The Revd Dr Victoria Slater 
will be leaving her post as Chaplain at 
Wexham Park Hospital; The Revd David 
Uffindell will be taking up an additional 
post as Priest in Charge of Bracknell Team 
Ministry; The Revd Ian Seymour will take 
up post as Associate Minister for Evangelism 
in Wokingham St Sebastian; The Revd David 
Williams will be taking up an additional 
role as Area Dean of the Vale of White Horse 
Deanery; The Revd Dr David Atallah will 
be taking up post as Associate Minister at 
Maidenhead St Mary; The Revd Martin 
Davis will be taking up  post as Team Vicar 
at Kidlington; The Revd David Payne will 
be leaving his post as Associate Clergy in the 
Vale Benefice; The Revd Jitesh Patel will 
be leaving his post as Associate Minister in 
North Abingdon  Benefice; The Revd Canon 

Charles Masheder is retiring as Rector of 
the Ray Valley Benefice; The Revd Canon 
Linda Green is retiring as Vicar at Banbury 
St Mary’s; The Revd Canon Graham Foulis 
Brown is retiring as Rector at Rotherfield 
Peppard, Kidmore End and Sonning Common; 
The Revd Paul Bradish will be leaving his 
post as Rector at Shiplake with Dunsden 
and Harpsden; The Revd Simon Cronk will 
leaving his posts as Area Dean of Wycombe 
Deanery and Vicar at Hughenden Benefice 
to take up post as Vicar at Great Milton with 
Little Milton and Great Haseley.
The following have been given permission to 
officiate: The Revd Canon John Wynburne; 
The Ven Barry Hammett; The Revd 
Colin Patching; The Revd Alan Dibden; 
The Revd Roy Mellor; The Revd Susanna 
Snyder; The Revd Victor Story. 
We recall with sadness the death of:  
The Rt Revd Ronald Gordon.  

Prayer for the Bishop of Oxford vacancy
Gracious Lord and shepherd of your pilgrim Church, 
We bless you and praise you that you have 
gathered us,  
from across this Diocese,  
to be one flock, within one fold. 

By your Spirit,  
Give us wisdom, courage and faith 
as we seek a faithful pastor who will 
sustain us on the journey, 
feed us with word and sacrament 
and nurture our ‘Living Faith’, 
inspiring us to follow you ever more closely.

This we ask in the name of Jesus, 
our loving, faithful shepherd 
who is the beginning  
and the end of all that we are  
and seek and do.     Amen.    

Our Bishops on Sundays 

SUNDAY 4 Bishop Alan confirming at Wendover.

SUNDAY 11 Bishop Bill Down confirming at St Giles. 
Bishop Colin confirming in the Vale of the White Horse. 
Bishop Alan confirming at Burnham and Slough.

SUNDAY 18 Bishop Colin confirming at Eynsham and 

Cassington. Bishop Alan confirming at Wycombe.

SUNDAY 25 Bishop Colin confirming in the Cherwell 
Valley. Bishop Andrew confirming at Reading Minster.  
 
A short guide to special Sundays and other events (with 
a global focus) from Christian Concern for One World 
that you may wish to pray for in 2015 is available at 
www.tinyurl.com/pobjgmh  

Coming and Goings

NATIONAL FRUIT 
TREE SPECIALISTS

One of the UK's largest suppliers of fruit trees and soft 
fruit plants including Cranberries and Goji Berries

NATIONWIDE DELIVERY

DEACONS NURSERY
Godshill, Isle of Wight PO38 3HW 

01983 840750 (24hrs) Tel: 01983 522243 Fax: 01983 523575
Email: info@deaconsnurseryfruits.co.uk or visit our website

www.deaconsnurseryfruits.co.uk

VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR DETAILS 
OF OUR LATEST SPECIAL OFFERS

Maidenhead
01628 783 738

Slough
01753 520 081

Windsor
01753 865 982

funeralpartners.co.uk

E Sargeant & Son
Funeral Directors

A life well 
remembered  
lives on.

A funeral is a time  
to say goodbye and to 
remember the life of  
a person you love. It’s 
our privilege to be at 
your side.

You can talk to us  any 
time, day or night or  
for further information 
visit us at 

www.esargeant.co.uk
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Tel: 01494 678811 
Chester House, 9 Windsor End 
Beaconsfield, Bucks HP9 2JJ 
www.universal-care.co.uk 

   
 

 
  
  
  

 

Are you caring, compassionate and 
want to make a real difference to 
others? If yes, then you should  
become a Live in carer!
•  Rates from £560 per week - enhanced pay
for drivers with their own vehicle
•  Full board whilst on assignment
•  3% employer pension contribution
•  Ongoing support
•  Travel Allowance
•  Holiday Pay
•  Free Training
Call us now to discuss your rewarding career.
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Courses, training, conferences and workshops in October

thedoorpost

Courses and Special Events

Funerals- The Diocese invites you to come along to find 
out about the National Funeral Project and to see how the 
resources could help to enhance your funeral ministry. 
There will be two sessions at Christ the Servant King, 
High Wycombe HP12 4TJ: 10.30am to 4pm and 7.30pm 
to 9.30pm. Details and booking information available 
at http://tinyurl.com/pfo9d2p (day event) and http://
tinyurl.com/o6jf4a3 (evening event). 
 
Introduction to the Church of England - Saturday 10 
October from 10am - 4pm at Diocesan Church House. 
This course is one of the Local Discipleship and Ministry 
courses. This day will explain the history and structures of 
the Church of England to help you understand its unique 
DNA. It is open to anyone to come along. Cost: £20 (bring 
your own packed lunch). See www.ldm.eventbrite.co.uk to 
book your place. 
 
Diocesan Financial Consultations - start on 28 
September at the Church Mission Society,  Watlington 
Road, Oxford, for the Oxford and Dorchester 
Archdeaconries 6pm - 9pm. The Buckingham 
Archdeaconry will take place on 3 October at Waddesdon 
from 9.30am and will be followed by training for new 
treasurers from 1pm - 3pm. The Berkshire Archdeaconry 
will take place on 5 October 6pm - 9pm at Ranelagh 
School. See http://tinyurl.com/ox7wxa8 for details or 
phone 01865 208206.

Spiritiual Distress at the end of life - Thursday 8 
October at the  Sobell Study Centre, Oxford and is for 
faith leaders, clinical staff, pastoral carers, chaplains and 
volunteers. Cost: £95 (includes refreshments and lunch). 
Phone 01865 225886 or see www.sobelleducation.org.uk/
courses 
 
Where do you meet Christ today? Dicoese of Oxford 
Day Conference for Self Supporting Ministers - 
Sunday 11 October from 9.30am to 4.30pm at Milton 
Hill House OX13 6AF.  Book your free place at www.
wheredowemeetchristtoday.eventbrite.co.uk or email 
adminadbuc@oxford.anglican.org for details.
 
Advanced Enneagram Workshops- The following 
workshops will take place at St Michael at the North Gate, 
Oxford  from 10am to 4pm and are suitable for those who 
know their ‘types’ and ‘sub-types’: Day 1 ‘Guts Centre’ 10 
October; Day 2 ‘Heads Centre’ 7 November; Day 3 ‘Hearts 
Centre’ 5 December. See www.ocsg.uk.net for details. 
 
After Eight ‘Personal Saints’ - Informal worship/
conversation at Christ Church Cathedral, Oxford every 
Sunday at 8pm from 11 October to 1 November. See www.
chch.ox.ac.uk/cathedral for details or email cathedral@
chch.ox.ac.uk 
 

Mend the Gap - 
Saturday 17 October 
from 9.15am (coffee) 
to 1pm at The Civic 
Hall, Didcot OX11 7JN. 
This event will look at 
churches, families and 
young people and will 
explore opportunities, 
challenges and ways of 

re-connecting. Cost: £5. See www.mendthegap.eventbrite.
co.uk to book your place or email melanie.hawgood@
oxford.anglican.org 

SUNDAY 4 OCTOBER
Oxford:  The Council of Christians 
and Jews in Oxford Interfaith Succah 
at 3.30pm at Oxford Jewish Centre, 
Richmond Road OX2 2JL. Email 
oxfordccj@gmail.com for details. 
 
Cookham:  Pet service at Holy 
Trinity Church at 4pm. 
 
WEDNESDAY 7 OCTOBER
Eton Wick: Meet and greet for all 
new clergy spouses, with coffee and 
cake and the opportunity to meet 
other clergy spouses in the OxonSpice 
network. Open to all clergy spouses. 
Email oxonspice@yahoo.co.uk or 
phone 07780 954879 for details.
 
THURSDAY 8 OCTOBER
Oxford: The Council of Christians 
and Jews in Oxford event - United for 
Peace: Unity through Music featuring 
The Berakah Project (a multi-faith 
music ensemble) from 7pm to 10pm 
at St Hilda’s College, Jacqueline 
du Pré building, OX4 1DY. Email 
oxfordccj@gmail.com for details. 

SATURDAY 10 OCTOBER
Oxford: RSCM (Royal School of 
Church Music) annual Choirs’ festival 
will take place at Christ Church 
Cathedral at 5pm.  All are welcome. 
Email cathedral@chch.ox.ac.uk or 
phone 01865 276155 for details. 
 
King’s Sutton:  The Oxford Waits 
in concert at the Parish Church at 
7pm. Performers will appear in period 

costume. Entry £15/£10 (Children 
free). Email: petersueallen26@aol.com 
for details. 
 
Tilehurst: Harvest Supper will take 
place in St Michael’s Church Hall on 
the Meadway at 7pm.  Cost £7.50 
individual/£20 family of four. Phone 
0118 942 0629 for tickets and details. 

SUNDAY 11 OCTOBER
Aldworth: Harvest Festival 
thanksgiving service at 6pm at St 
Mary’s Church. Phone 01635 578233 
or 01491 671714 for details.

THURSDAY 15 OCTOBER
Oxford: The Retired Clergy 
Association meeting beginning with 
coffee in the Priory Room at Christ 
Church Cathedral at 10.15am. ‘Is the 
fat lady singing?’ - The Church of 
England: its history, its present and 
its future. Email davidcknight45@
gmail.com or phone 01865 761476. 

FRIDAY 16 OCTOBER
Oxford: A Persian evening with 
poetry, dance, artefacts, commentary 
and Persian refreshments from 
6.30pm to 8.30pm at OCMS, St Philip 
and St James Church, Woodstock 
Road OX2 6HR. Phone 01865 556071 
or email events@ocms.ac.uk 
 
Bloxham: The Riding Lights Theatre 
Company will perform ‘Baked Alaska 
- Time to change the temperature’ at 
Warriner School OX15 4LJ at  
 

7.30pm. Details and tickets available 
at www.ridinglights.org/baked-alaska 

SATURDAY 17 OCTOBER
Aldworth: Spiral Sax in concert at 
St Mary’s Church at 7.30pm. Tickets 
£10 (includes refreshments). Phone 
01635 578233 or 01491 671714 for 
details. 
 
Iver Heath: Apple Day at Home 
Cottage Farm, South Iver SL0 0BB to 
raise funds for St Margaret’s Parish 
Church from 11am - 4pm. A great day 
out for all the family.  Cost £1 adults 
(children free). 

THURSDAY 22 OCTOBER
Freeland: Drop-in Quiet Day at the 
Old Parsonage from 10am - 4pm. No 
booking needed just drop in for all or 
part of the day. Bring your own food. 
 
Oxford: The yearly Eucharist to 
celebrate Frideswide, Oxford’s patron 
saint, will take place at Christ Church 
Cathedral at 6pm. Phone 01865 
276155 for details.

Apple Day on 17 October - see below.

AUTOSAVE... SERVING THE CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY FOR OVER 35 YEARS

PART
EXCHANGE
WELCOME

NATIONWIDE
DELIVERY

TO YOUR DOOR

BRAND NEW  
CARS AVAILABLE

ALL MAKES

FULL
HISTORY
CHECK

FLEXIBLE
FINANCE

AVAILABLE

RELAX! WITH UP TO 4,000 USED CARS 
PRICE CHECKED DAILY, COMPREHENSIVELY 
CHECKED AND GUARANTEED

YOU’RE SURE TO FIND 
YOUR PERFECT CAR!

*Based on personal Contract Hire (PCH) payment profile 9+47. Finance subject to status. Terms and conditions apply. Applicants must be 18 or over. Guarantee/indemnity 
may be required. We can introduce you to a limited number of carefully selected finance providers. We may receive a commission from them for the introduction.

Call 0845 122 6910
autosave.co.uk

NISSAN NOTE 1.4  
ACENTA 5 DOOR SILVER 43K

09 REG

£4291NOW
ONLY

FIAT 500 1.2 LOUNGE  
START-STOP 3 DOOR WHITE 49K

10 REG

£5722NOW
ONLY

VAUXHALL CORSA 1.2i 16V  
(85) SXi 5 DOOR RED RED 40K

60 REG

£5268NOW
ONLY

FORD FIESTA 1.25  
ZETEC 5 DOOR BLUE 53K

10 REG

£5491NOW
ONLY

CITROEN C1 1.0 
VTi FEEL 3 DOOR

.80 PER
MONTH*

NOW
ONLY

BRAND NEW

48 MONTHS (9+47)
£122

Many children are 
currently in care and  
need a new family…  
could you  
be that family?

Adoption
Connections

St. Francis’ Children’s Society is a voluntary 
adoption agency, rated ‘Outstanding’ by Ofsted. 
We welcome all kinds of adopters for all kinds of 
children, regardless of age, race, cultural background, 
religion, marital status or sexual orientation. Connecting the Adoption Circle

www.sfcs.org.uk
enquiries@sfcs.org.uk

Registered 
Charity

No. 211670

Milton Keynes:  01908 572700
Peterborough: 01733 475581

Adoption information evenings: First Wednesday of every month 6.30pm-8.00pm

Venue:  SFCS, Collis House, 48 Newport Road, Woolstone, Milton Keynes, MK15 0AA
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